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Every month we will hide a special symbol  somewhere in that 

month’s Pacer.  If you are the first person to call   (715) 672-5214  or 

email  (gwen.prom@wisc.edu) the Extension  Pepin County and tell us 

where that symbol is found you will win $5 and be named in next 

month’s Pepin Pacer as the “4-H Fast Finder”.   

Good Luck Hunting!  This is this month’s symbol :  

Inside this issue: 

Clubs/Meetings 2 

Club News 4 

Volunteers 7 

Thrive Results 8 

Scholarships 9 

Air Rifle 10 

Activities/Camp  11 

Fair/Animals 16 

YQCA 17 

MN Photo Contest 18 

Activity Page 20 

With our busy lives, it 

can be hard to find time 

to volunteer. However, 

the benefits of                           

volunteering can be 

enormous. Volunteering 

offers vital help to                 

people in need,                   

worthwhile causes, and 

the community, but the 

benefits can be even 

greater for you, the                

volunteer. The right 

match can help you to 

find friends, connect with the community, learn new skills, and 

even advance your career. 
 

Giving to others can also help protect your mental and physical 

health.  Volunteering can provide a healthy boost to your                    

self-confidence, self-esteem,  and life satisfaction. Doing good 

for others and the community, provides a natural sense of                   

accomplishment. Your role as a volunteer can also give you a 

sense of pride and identity.  
 

While it’s true that the more you volunteer, the more benefits 

you’ll experience, volunteering doesn’t have to involve a              

long-term commitment or take a huge amount of time out of 

your busy day. Giving in even simple ways can help those in 

need and improve your health and happiness. It brings fun and 

fulfillment to your life.  Please consider sharing your time and  

talents with our youth and enroll as a 4-H Volunteer today.                    

Enrollment is easy, through your 4HOnline family account!  

Share this thought with others in our community as well!    

mailto:mary.campbellwood@wisc.edu
mailto:gwen.prom@wisc.edu
mailto:meg.ruff@wisc.edu
mailto:gwen.prom@ces.uwex.edu
http://pepin.uwex.edu/
http://wi.4honline.com/
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Chippewa 4-H Club  
Typically meets 2nd Sunday of month. 

Contact Nicki Moline @ 
715-442-5371 

Lima Lads & Lassies 4-H Club  
Typically meets 3rd Sunday of month. 

 11:00 a.m., Durand City Hall  
Contact Wendy Brantner @ 

715-495-4472 

 

4-H Fast Finder for the Month: 

Eleanora Davidson 
Congratulations for being our  
4-H Fast Finder this month!   

We hope you enjoy the  
Pepin Pacer ! 

 

Yes, 4-H and Extension is open…to ALL people. 

The University of Wisconsin-Madison Division of Extension non-discrimination policy is: Extension does 

not discriminate in the treatment of individuals in the admission or access to its programs and                       

activities, in the provision of services, or services, or in employment. 

Further, Extension will not participate with organizations or in activities which discriminate on the basis of 

any of the legally prohibited categories of discrimination, which are: race, color, gender/sex, creed, 

disability, religion, national origin, ancestry, age, sexual orientation, pregnancy,  marital or parental  

status arrest or conviction record, or membership in the national guard, state defense force, or any     

other reserve component of the military service. Consistent with the Americans with Disabilities Act, 

persons who need materials in alternative format or other accommodations should write or call the    

Extension Office.  Individuals who need TTY access should call 1-800-947-3529. 

Enroll As An Adult Volunteer 

Adult Volunteers including activity leaders, project leaders, and                

anyone else who may lead something even at the club level must 

be enrolled. For the safety and insurance coverage, please enroll. 



Head - Heart - Hands - Health 
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Pepin County 4-H Parent/ Leader Federation Meeting 

  April 11, 2024  
@ 5:30 pm 

Government Center,  Board Rm #108, Durand 
 

ALL Pepin County 4-H Parents, Leaders, and Youth Leaders you are welcome to attend  the Parent/
Leaders Federation Meetings.  Take part in determining how the money raised is spent and what                           

activities  Pepin County 4-Hers will participate in.  Your voice will be heard. 

Get ready to put a smile on your plate because April 6 
is National Food Faces Day! This fun and quirky                 

holiday encourages people to get creative with their 
meals and turn them into works of art. From cute                  
animal faces made out of fruits and vegetables to 

elaborate designs using different types of food,                       
there are endless possibilities when it comes to                       

creating food faces. So gather your ingredients and 
let your imagination run wild on this tasty and                          

playful holiday!  Submit a picture of your creation                
to share in our next 4-H Pepin Pacer! 
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4-H members working together. Alivia, Kayden, Oakley, Jacey, Leah, Nick. 

4‑H community service opportunities                                 
empower young people to be actively engaged 

in their communities and the world. Youth 
learn life skills  that will help grow 4-H youth 

into true leaders valuing the importance        
of community engagement, building a  

sense of compassion, confidence and pride. 

Our first community service project for the year was working the concession 
stand at the Pepin County Humane Society Craft Sale. Nick and Leah are old 
pros at the event as they have helped with it for several years. They really                 
enjoyed having new members of our club join them at this event and work  
together to serve food. 
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The Lima Lads and Lassies held their monthly meeting this past Sunday at the        
Durand City Hall. We hopped right into our activity for the meeting. We purchased 
Easter  baskets and grass from St. Vincent’s in Durand along with activity books,              
crayons, pencils, stickers and lots of candy and filled 50 Easter baskets to donate to 
the Durand Food Pantry just in time to be distributed for Easter. With so many kids in 
our club it took us no time at all. The food pantry was kind enough to open up so we 
could walk the baskets right over to them. Enjoy! 
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   Ron Kaempf is a community member from 
Arkansas that has a love for                               

woodworking and is very talented at the 
craft. He contacted the Lima Lads and                     

Lassies Club Leader and wanted to know if 
there were 2 club members that would like to 

create a project for the fair. He offered to 
mentor them and teach them about                     

woodworking in his shop. Ron said he got his 
start in woodworking when he was in             

4-H as a youngster. Nick and Kayden took 
him up in his offer and they made a toolbox 
to get used to working with the tools of the 

trade. We are grateful for community                  
members that are willing to take a role and 
give our kids a new experience to broaden 

their horizons. Thanks Ron!! 

Photo to right:  
Passing on a love for woodworking. Nick, Ron Kaempf, Kayden 

 

Our 4-H Volunteers: 
 

Chippewa Club 4-H Leader - 

   Nicki Moline 
 

Lima Lads & Lassies Club Leader - 

  Wendy Brantner 
 

Air Rifle 4-H Leaders - 

        Jim Schonke, Jr.  

   Nicki Schonke 
 

Other 4-H Volunteers - 

   Dale Bauer 

   Debbie Bauer 

   Val Cataract 

  Jeannie Freeman 

   Gwen Prom 

   Marie Ritscher 
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Your thoughts – combined with your writing skills and creativity – can put you in line to receive 
one of seven scholarships. Rural Mutual Insurance Company, Wisconsin Towns Association, 
and Scott Construction  Inc. are offering the following scholarships to winners of an essay contest. 
Scholarships will be awarded on the following basis:  
 
Two (2) $1,000 scholarships will be awarded to the students with the 
highest-ranking essay score from a town or village insured by Rural  
Mutual Insurance Company as of May 1, 2024.  
 
Five (5) $1,000 scholarships will be awarded to the top five additional 
students with the highest ranking essay scores. 
 
2024 Scholarship Topic: 
 

"What strategies can be implemented by town officials in collaboration with citizens to 
maintain civility in local government?"  

 

View complete details here.  

The Wisconsin 4-H Foundation would like to share some happenings and events : 

     JOANN Stores:  JOANN is in the middle of their annual                                         
point-of-service campaign.  You can support Wisconsin 4-H through your 
purchases. See more here:  

 https://4-h.org/support/corporate-foundation-support/joann-fabric-and-
craft-stores/ 

     Tractor Supply Company:  Tractor Supply Company (TSC) raises 
funds for Wisconsin 4-H by hosting paper clover campaigns held in the 
spring and fall. Proceeds from the sale of paper clovers go to the                        
Wisconsin 4-H Foundation to be used for leadership programming and 
financial aid for 4-H youth. We encourage clubs and 4-H members to work 
with TSC stores in their area to do an in-store promotion during the paper clover campaigns. This 
spring the Foundation is offering an opportunity for clubs to earn a $50 TSC gift card.  
Go to:  https://wis4hfoundation.org/tscpaperclover/ 

HELLO APRIL 
 

“  Always keep moving forward, 

Pushing your limits, and 

Remember, each obstacle 

Is a chance to grow, to 

Learn from the past and thrive. “ 
 

   - Unknown Author 

https://www.wisctowns.com/documents/2024-WTA-Scholarship-Brochure-no-bleed.pdf
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/4-h.org/support/corporate-foundation-support/joann-fabric-and-craft-stores/__;!!Mak6IKo!IAX2HuqbNs-dsQgga-JDkXa2X_CLwehNorNdfhCg-yYZbGhxPUb2_R9chiM01FhzyjOkXSd5LmVlhgW9fLKpyrfO-w$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/4-h.org/support/corporate-foundation-support/joann-fabric-and-craft-stores/__;!!Mak6IKo!IAX2HuqbNs-dsQgga-JDkXa2X_CLwehNorNdfhCg-yYZbGhxPUb2_R9chiM01FhzyjOkXSd5LmVlhgW9fLKpyrfO-w$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/wis4hfoundation.org/tscpaperclover/__;!!Mak6IKo!IAX2HuqbNs-dsQgga-JDkXa2X_CLwehNorNdfhCg-yYZbGhxPUb2_R9chiM01FhzyjOkXSd5LmVlhgW9fLIHeZzYiA$
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The Buffalo-Pepin 4-H Shooting Sports-Air Rifle  
Program kicked off January 9th and ran through the 
end of March on Tuesday evenings at the Pepin 
Sportsman Club. Unfortunately, due to a change in 
sports practice times 3 participants dropped out but 
we retained a total of 6 participants from Pepin Co. 
4-H, Dunn Co. 4-H, and non-4-H youth as well. The 
educational focus of this program is on life skills        
development, safety procedures and responsible 
use of firearms and archery equipment.   Our 4-H 
Shooting Sports Leaders, must be enrolled in 4-H 
and be at least 21 years old, complete the Youth 
Protection process, and successfully complete at 
least one state-level 4-H Shooting Sports                                       
Certification Workshop.  Bennett 
Schroeder, a Lima Lassies 4-H club 
participant wrote this about his                
experience: “ The Air rifle class was 
very educational and was sponsored 
by 4H. I learned how to handle the 
gun and also use a sling. I had a lot of 
fun. I am thankful for the opportuni-
ty. “  A huge THANK YOU goes out to 
the PEPIN SPORTMEN CLUB and our 
4-H Air Rifle Leaders JIM and NICOLE 
SCHONKE for making this possible! 
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* Decorating kits are no longer available, but register to                              
participate in the Goosechase through May1 

https://go.wisc.edu/w6d7v5
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REGISTER FOR THIS 
EVENT VIA 
4HONLINE 

https://v2.4honline.com/#/user/sign-in
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We are also seeking 
4-H Adult Chaperones 

to join us at Camp 
Kinnissippewa!              

Interested adults 
should contact  

Annie Lisowski at                      
annie.lisowski@wisc.edu 
to learn more, discuss 

qualifications, and  
ensure a training plan. 

We are seeking                            

ene rge tic, lively, fun, 

hard-working 4- H 

youth in  grades 9-12  

to be c a m p counse-

lors. Please fill out the 

Go ogle Form belo w 

to apply! 

Link to                                           

Ca m p Counselor            

Applic ation: 

 https: //forms.gle/unU9

UjSj nYQ44FrX8 

mailto:annie.lisowski@wisc.edu
https://forms.gle/unU9UjSjnYQ44FrX8
https://forms.gle/unU9UjSjnYQ44FrX8
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Summer Academy Experience 

Join us on the UW-Madison Campus for the new            
Summer Academy, June 24-27, 2024. This new Positive 
Youth Development program will help you discover   
pathways to your future. Signup to learn what it takes to 
have a career, or a hobby in several SPARK areas                     
including agriculture, STEM, service, leadership, arts, 
trades, and many more. There will be fun opportunities to 
build networks and friendships with folks from all over the state of WI. 

Youth currently in grades 8-11 will be able to register for Summer Academy 
when registration is open on March 1. The registration will be done in 
4HOnline. You can find the registration by going to your youth’s profile and 
clicking on the events tab in 4HOnline. The event will be called “Summer 
Academy”. 

Check out the Summer Academy webpage for more details. 

Just in case you can’t make it to our 
local 4-H Camp Kinnissippewa. 
Camps at Upham Woods registration 
will open on March 4th for the                 
following: 
 

Youth Camp: 
Who: Any youth entering 4th-8th grade for 
the 2024-2025 school year. 
When: July 7-10, 2024 
A time to enjoy camp favorites like swimming 
and a water carnival! 
 

Outpost Camp: 
Who: Any youth entering 8th-10th grade for the 2024-2025 school year. 
When: August 3-6, 2024 
Outpost Camp is an exciting camp experience where youth with spend time canoeing 
and camping.  
 

More information can be found on Upham Woods  :  
https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/uphamwoods/ 

http://www.wppa.org/youth-pig-project
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/statewide-events-and-opportunities/summer-academy/
https://wi.4honline.com/#/user/sign-in
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/statewide-events-and-opportunities/summer-academy/
https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/uphamwoods/
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https://v2.4honline.com/#/user/sign-in
https://v2.4honline.com/#/user/sign-in
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The sheep/goat weigh-in and swine 
tag pick up is set for  

April 20, 2024, 8-11am at the County 
Fairgrounds in Mondovi.  Sign up       
for a time slot for the sheep/ goat  
weigh-in and swine tag pick up.  

 

Sheep & Goat Weigh-In Sign Up: 
https://forms.gle/

GMyUMXqxd6n8V4Ae9 
 

Swine Tag Sign Up: 
 https://forms.gle/ZZ3ZJbVe6bRSRTJd7 

https://forms.gle/GMyUMXqxd6n8V4Ae9?fbclid=IwAR3uaPxhAJilxZZ-WP7FMdNQBSnQUuqmeWhKdj7oAshlnP-6m-GIO-nd-60
https://forms.gle/GMyUMXqxd6n8V4Ae9?fbclid=IwAR3uaPxhAJilxZZ-WP7FMdNQBSnQUuqmeWhKdj7oAshlnP-6m-GIO-nd-60
https://forms.gle/ZZ3ZJbVe6bRSRTJd7?fbclid=IwAR1cqYAgbR2MrV8BIHgtS-T0nfAk6jfY5-iZGPBX8b5SpJLdDVmUfbdnfNA
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScLKgPM_C9UV7z33zCU-M2wBg9LqQWddnP62ovNwmTqxl1Szw/viewform
https://www.buffalopepincountyfair.com/schedule-events/judging-schedule
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Fur, Fin, & Feather Show 

This small animal show will be held on Saturday, April 27, 2024, 
at the Sparta Barney Community Center and is open to all youth 
in grades 3-13. There are some classes available for K-2nd. The 

show gives our youth the opportunity to show their rabbits,               
poultry, cats, and small pets with face-to-face judging. They                             

receive pointers and learn hands-on about their animal and how 
to improve when showing at the fair. In addition to the animals, there will also be a poster and an                    

animal photography show. Join us for educational sessions, a poster exhibition, and raffle. Lunch will 
be available for purchase. Deadline to register for the show is Wednesday, April 24th, 2024. 

 

Online registration form is here.  

Meat Animal Educational Credit 

All meat animal exhibitors planning to exhibit at the Buffalo County Fair in affiliation with      

Pepin County, must earn one meat animal educational credit in addition to the YQCA training 

during the project year. Following the session, exhibitors must complete the Meat Animal  

Educational Credit online form. The Meat Animal Educational Credit form submission is due 

by the Friday before the Fair begins.  Check out the Rules & Forms under Exhibitor Info on 

the Buffalo County Fair website. 

REGISTER NOW FOR 2024 YQCA TRAINING 

According to the Buffalo County Fair in affiliation with Pepin County Junior 

Fair Rules: All Dairy, Beef, Sheep, Swine, Goat, Poultry & Rabbit exhibitors 

must complete the Youth for the Quality Care of Animals (YQCA) training 

each year to be eligible to exhibit their animal(s) at the Buffalo County Fair.  

Must be completed by July 1st. 
 

More information regarding YQCA trainings and instructions for                      

registration are available here. 

Hastings Area Earth Day Birding Festival 

April 20 @ 7:00 am - 5:00 pm @  Carpenter Nature Center Minnesota Campus,                         
12805 St. Croix Trail South, Hastings, MN 55033 
 

Celebrate birds and conservation at the CNC MN Campus. Attend classes that introduce you to                    
raptors, birding, bird banding, and go on guided bird trips through the Hastings area.    

                           Register at tiny.cc/bird-fest-24. 
 

The Youth Birding Competition is a highlight of the festival. Young birders are encouraged to team 
up and count all the bird species they find. Register teams at tiny.cc/birding-comp-24. 

Check out the event webpage for more details on the full schedule. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdOYAZEM5l0C5E0eEd8g6ei5cGONtvUrJA8ZCrFjrWjOc0I4A/viewform
https://www.buffalopepincountyfair.com/exhibitor-info/rulesforms
https://www.buffalopepincountyfair.com/home
https://buffalo.extension.wisc.edu/yqca/
http://tiny.cc/bird-fest-24
http://tiny.cc/birding-comp-24
https://carpenternaturecenter.org/plan-your-visit/annual-events/birding-festival/
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Minnesota 4-H Photography is excited to offer a multi-state photography              
contest open to youth in grades K-13! 

Select your best photo (with no or minimal editing) and submit it with up to 
two sentences that explains why it’s special to you! More information and 
rules for the challenge can be found at: 4-H Hit Me with Your Best Shot Photo             
Contest | UMN Extension with rules available here. 

Submit one (1) jpg or jpeg image and statement to fourhphoto@umn.edu by 
11:59 p.m. (CST) on May 1, 2024. Volunteer 4-H photography judges will 
provide feedback via a slideshow. Top photos will be recognized with a prize 
and random prize drawing winners will also receive a gift. 

Register at: https://z.umn.edu/2024BestShot4HPhotoContest  

Questions? Email fourhphoto@umn.edu.  

https://extension.umn.edu/event/4-h-hit-me-your-best-shot-photo-contest
https://extension.umn.edu/event/4-h-hit-me-your-best-shot-photo-contest
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fsveoytCWyIZzbOQu1zvfuvXJWGqyjfmmTxCIhxjI1o/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:fourhphoto@umn.edu
https://z.umn.edu/2024BestShot4HPhotoContest
mailto:fourhphoto@umn.edu
https://extension.umn.edu/event/4-h-hit-me-your-best-shot-photo-contest


Join the Biotechnology Center every Wednesday night for Wednesday Nite @ 
The Lab! Each week features a speaker teaching about different science    
topics. These talks are available statewide and will be held on Zoom for the 
foreseeable future. Come join us!  
 
See https://science.wisc.edu/wednesday-nite-at-the-lab/ for the schedule of 
topics and registration links.  

Badger Talks is pleased to present a LIVE series of talks on topics that 
intend to inspire, delight, and pleasantly distract in a time we are all 
needing positive experiences. Tune in to hear experts on a variety of 

interesting and engaging topics. For more information see:  
https://badgertalks.wisc.edu/badger-talks-live/ 
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 Check Out These Event Calendars 
 

The calendars below show events available in surrounding areas and statewide. To               
filter by county or event type, use the check boxes on the left to narrow the results. 
 

* To find 4-H specific events see this site  
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/calendar/ 

 

* To find workshops, classes and other events hosted by University of Wisconsin-
Extension see this site: 

https://extension.wisc.edu/events/ 

Explore fun, educational activities and learning                                   
experiences for kids and teens to do at home.                   

Check out the resources found at the 
National 4-H Site at  

 

https://4-h.org/about/4-h-at-home/   

Youth who join 4-H are often excited about the 
many, many projects they can choose to explore. 
There are so many Sparks (or things they want to 
learn about)! Yet, if their Spark doesn’t have a           

local project leader to support their learning, that excitement can turn to     
questions. They may not know how to get started on their own. Clover to the 
rescue!! Clover is an online smorgasbord of sparks, interactive activities, 
and fun. It was created by the National 4-H Council in collaboration with 
more than 100 universities throughout the United States. And it’s FREE and 
ready for youth, parents, and educators to dive into. Go to 4-h.org/clover 

https://science.wisc.edu/wednesday-nite-at-the-lab/
http://go.wisc.edu/240r59
https://badgertalks.wisc.edu/badger-talks-live/
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/calendar/
https://extension.wisc.edu/events/
https://4-h.org/about/4-h-at-home/
http://4-h.org/clover
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Activity Page 


