
February, 2025 

 

Pepin Pacer  

Pepin County 4-H Newsletter 

An EEO/AA employer, University of Wisconsin-Madison Division of Extension provides equal opportunities in                                         
employment and programming, including Title VI, Title IX, the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)                                                                 

and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act requirements.  

Extension Pepin County Staff 
 

Extension Pepin County provides 
educational programs and                    
information in 4-H, youth                 
development, and human                     

development and relationships. 
 
Sky Holt 
4-H Youth Development and 
Community Youth Development 
E-mail: sky.holt@wisc.edu  
 
Mary C. Wood 
Family Living Educator 
E-mail: 
mary.campbellwood@wisc.edu 
 
April Duval 
FoodWIse Coordinator 
E-mail: april.duval@wisc.edu 
 
Gwen Prom 
Office Coordinator 
E-mail: gwen.prom@wisc.edu 
 
AmeriCorps 
Payton Freund 
Micheal Turner  
 
Address: 
740  7th Avenue West 
PO Box 39 
Durand, WI  54736 
Phone: 715-672-5214 
Extension Pepin County website:  
http://pepin.extension.edu/ 
4-H Online:   
http://wi.4honline.com/    

Every month we will hide a special symbol  somewhere in that 

month’s Pacer.  If you are the first person to call   (715) 672-5214  or 

email  (gwen.prom@wisc.edu) the Extension  Pepin County and tell us 

where that symbol is found you will win $5 and be named in next 

month’s Pepin Pacer as the “4-H Fast Finder”.   

Good Luck Hunting!  This is this month’s symbol :  
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Chippewa 4-H Club  
Typically meets 2nd Sunday of month. 

Contact Nicki Moline @ 
715-442-5371 

Lima Lads & Lassies 4-H Club  
Typically meets 3rd Sunday of month. 

 11:00 a.m., Durand City Hall  
Contact Wendy Brantner @ 

715-495-4472 

 

4-H Fast Finder for the Month: 

JODI  HURTGEN 
Congratulations for being our  
4-H Fast Finder this month!   

We hope you enjoy the  
Pepin Pacer ! 

 

SCAN THE QR 
CODE AND SHOW 

YOU ARE  
4-EVER GREEN 

Pepin County 4-H Parent/ Leader Federation Meeting 
  February 12, 2025  

5:30 pm 
Boardroom, Pepin County Government Center 

 

Volunteer in Pepin County 4-H and help make our 4-H program stronger. 
Typically, meetings are held in February, April, June, August,                                         

October and December, normally held in the Boardroom at the                                                        
Government Center in Durand.  

Call the Extension Office for more information. 

 



Yes, 4-H and Extension is open…to ALL people. 

The University of Wisconsin-Madison Division of Extension non-discrimination policy is: Extension does not 

discriminate in the treatment of individuals in the admission or access to its programs and                       

activities, in the provision of services, or services, or in employment. 

Further, Extension will not participate with organizations or in activities which discriminate on the basis of 

any of the legally prohibited categories of discrimination, which are: race, color, gender/sex, creed, dis-

ability, religion, national origin, ancestry, age, sexual orientation, pregnancy,  marital or parental  status 

arrest or conviction record, or membership in the national guard, state defense force, or any     other 

reserve component of the military service. Consistent with the Americans with Disabilities Act, per-

sons who need materials in alternative format or other accommodations should write or call the    Ex-

tension Office.  Individuals who need TTY access should call 1-800-947-3529. 
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Enroll Today As An Adult Volunteer   

Pepin County 4-H relies on all types of  volunteers, as little or as 

much time as you can invest is greatly                                   

appreciated!   To show your  interest in                                   

volunteering for  Pepin County 4-H                                      

complete a survey at:  

https://forms.gle/Zr44jDpHD23Pu5af6  Or scan the QR code 

https://forms.gle/Zr44jDpHD23Pu5af6
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In November Chippewa Club met at the 
school in Pepin. We held a short meeting 

where we inducted our new 2024-2025 
club officers. After our meeting we en-
joyed some snacks as we played some ex-
citing games of BINGO!! The kids really 

enjoyed the friendly competition and our 
final game of blackout! 

Catching up with the Chippewa Club! 
 

In October Chippewa Club met at Evers Farms 
just outside of Pepin. It was a beautiful fall day 
to hold an activity outdoors! The club members 

got very creative that day. Using acrylic and spray 
paint, they painted pumpkins and gourds in some 
very beautiful designs! They also used decorative 

corn and colorful ribbons to make some 
very unique door decorations. All of the items 

were donated to Eagles Rest in Pepin as                   
decorations for the residents. 
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CHIPPEWA CLUB 
 

In December, members of Chippewa 
Club volunteered to ring bells for 
the Salvation Army. We had three 

separate groups take shifts to moni-
tor the red kettle, ring the bell and 
even serenade the people with some 
Christmas songs! It was a little chilly 

out, but the hot chocolate kept 
them warm! 

January, We had some very special guests, 
Sky Holt and Payton Freund from the Pepin 

County Extension. Not only did Sky and 
Payton bring us some delicious treats of 

pizza and donuts, but they also led the club 
through a SOAR needs assessment. I was 

so proud of our group and their willingness 
to participate. I believe that this will really 

help out our club in the future.                                 
Afterwards, the kids went to the gym and 

played some fun indoor games with the        
parachute, balls and mats. 
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Here are some suggestions we found but you are not limited to these: 

Chippewa Valley Theatre Guild: https://cvtg.org/ 
Eau Claire Children’s Theatre: https://ecct.org/ 
Mabel Tainter:  https://www.mabeltainter.org/ 
Menomonie Theater Guild: https://menomonietheaterguild.org/ 
Pablo Center at the Confluence:  https://www.pablocenter.org/events 
Sheldon Theatre: https://www.sheldontheatre.org/ 
 

The Addams Family 
February 7-8 
Pablo Center 

Try 
these 
sites: 

Dragons and Mythical Beasts 
February 15 
Pablo Center 

The Little Prince 
February 21-23 & 28-2 

Menomonie Theater Guild 

Wizard of Oz on Ice 
February 18 

Sheldon Theatre 

Diary of a Wimpy Kid 
February 21-23 
Pablo Center 

https://cvtg.org/
https://ecct.org/
https://www.mabeltainter.org/
https://menomonietheaterguild.org/
https://www.pablocenter.org/events
https://www.sheldontheatre.org/
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- Club meeting to follow 
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62.50 

For Pepin County 4-H members 
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37.50 
For Pepin County 

4-H members 
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Find the 2024-25 Wisconsin 4-H Program Booklet here!  

https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/files/2024/10/2024-25-Program-Booklet-compressed.pdf
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/files/2024/10/2024-25-Program-Booklet-compressed.pdf
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https://pepin.extension.wisc.edu/files/2025/01/2024-2025-Trip-Applications.pdf
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ArtBeat Registration is NOW OPEN! 
Join 4-H ArtBeat, an introduction to Wisconsin 4-H Expressive Arts & Camp Adventures!                                 

Come create, learn, and have fun! 
Who: 4-H members (grades 3-5), parents, and leaders 

What: Explore visual arts, drama, music, and STEM with amazing adult volunteers 
Where: Experience camp life and stay in cozy cabins with awesome high school counselors 

 

Register now: https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/.../statewide.../art-beat/  

https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/statewide-events-and-opportunities/art-beat/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2922--wdmgZx-70NY547fGI1X3V3esmg87XKIbHJbzZv6-OrKuJ4iNMx0_aem_c6cEF7RRFTAgG39ykGcScw
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Please pass on the 2025 Beef Weigh-In registration link to your members who are 

planning on exhibiting market beef animals at this year's fair. The weigh-in will be on 

Saturday, February 15, 2025, at the Independence NFO collection point from                     

7:30am -11:30am.  

**NEW THIS YEAR: All animals weighed in will be required to have a halter on.                             

Animals do not need to be fully halter broken, but a halter needs to be on the animal           

so the volunteers working can use it during handling if needed during the                                            

tagging and weigh in.  

Here is the registration link: https://forms.gle/nV2sfhPQUQ8nF2bR7 

 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/forms.gle/nV2sfhPQUQ8nF2bR7__;!!Mak6IKo!MGPNe2imEh12ACCNJ6w0gnM_KmN3L1eET4_CESujnoUZSitv7BtxgiERe_WYbTz73PtNH7fGXaThMXSYJPvNxcwYonIM$
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The 2025 Fairbook is completed and live on our website! Not too many                           
changes this year, but the most changes will be found in the dairy department,                                            

so check it out if you are a dairy exhibitor! As always, it is good to review                                   
the junior rules, livestock rules, and the rules for each department you                                 

participate  in to be sure you are prepared for this year's Fair!                                                            
We cannot wait to see you  at this Summer’s Main Attraction! 

https://www.buffalopepincountyfair.com/exhi.../premium-books  

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.buffalopepincountyfair.com%2Fexhibitor-info%2Fpremium-books%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2kdVEK09XyQXAsfjVn4a1fgDwhZiETY_9mfMSP20dXLfvngt3BTyO1hLg_aem_b-mlVe6qBDMfC5__Q15Cig&h=AT28sAUGh15T8Pk1MdU0EPpSBLoHL-10
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2025 YQCA Training Options 
 

Online  – a youth exhibitor will annually complete 3 interactive online training modules 
and corresponding quizzes  
 

Instructor-Led – In-person training (must register online one week prior to the               
training) 

 

Online Exam – upon passing an online exam, the youth exhibitor can achieve more 
than 1 year of certification 
 

YQCA Training Cost 
 

$12/person/year for the online modules 
$3/person/year for the Instructor-Led trainings 

 
Access YQCA Trainings 
 

Online Training – Login to view the Help Video or Help Document Web-Based 
Training and follow the step by step instructions. Upon completion of the online 
training, please submit the proof of completion certificate to 
 gwen.prom@wisc.edu 
 
Instructor-Led Training Registration – Login to view the Help Video or Help    
Document Instructor-Led Training and follow the step by step  instructions.  
IMPORTANT: Select course title for the training that corresponds with the location of 
the training you plan to attend. 

http://yqcaprogram.org/
https://yqcaprogram.org/
https://yqcaprogram.org/local/youth_parents.php
https://yqcaprogram.org/local/pdf/YQCA_HelpDoc_GettingYourWBTCertification.pdf
mailto:gwen.prom@wisc.edu
https://yqcaprogram.org/
https://yqcaprogram.org/local/youth_parents.php
https://yqcaprogram.org/local/pdf/YQCA_HelpDoc_GettingYourILTCertification.pdf
https://yqcaprogram.org/local/pdf/YQCA_HelpDoc_GettingYourILTCertification.pdf
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YQCA SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 

YQCA is excited to announce the 2025 Scholarship Program available to 
high school seniors and students enrolled in a 2-4 year university or                               
certification program. In order to be considered for this scholarship, you 
must be a high school senior up to 21 year of age and In order to be                      
considered for this scholarship, you must 

• Be a high school senior or a high school graduate up to 21 years of age 
• Have an active YQCA certification at the time of application (2025). 
• Have had active YQCA certification the previous two years (2023, 2024). 

As a high school senior, the essay question regarding your future plans 
to enter the agriculture industry or commitment to a university will be 
considered for eligibility. If you are selected, you must provide proof of 
enrollment to receive the award. 

If you are a high school graduate, you must be currently enrolled in a 2-4 
year university agriculture program or enrolled in a certification program 
to meet the scholarship requirements. If selected, scholarship funds will 
be sent directly to your school. 

Applications open January 1, 2025 and close February 17, 2025. 

To Apply: Download the PDF Application and send all required                       
documents to programmanager@yqcaprogram.org and the                                      
application should include the subject line: “YQCA Scholarship                           
Application”. 

Visit Here for more                                                                                                  
information: Scholarship Program 

One recipient – $10,000 

Two recipients – $5,000 

Four recipients – $2,500 

mailto:programmanager@yqcaprogram.org?subject=YQCA%20Scholarship%20Application
https://yqcaprogram.org/local/scholarship-program.php
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Wisconsin 4-H Foundation Scholarships 

2025 Application Information 
Opportunity 

The Wisconsin 4-H Foundation will award more than $20,000 in scholarships to 
outstanding Wisconsin 4-H members and alumni pursuing higher education in 
2025.   

Wisconsin 4-H Foundation scholarships are awarded to students based on  
demonstrated personal growth through 4-H, development and leadership in 4-H, 
academic performance and future educational goals.  

To be eligible for Wisconsin 4-H Foundation scholarships students must have been 
a Wisconsin 4-H member for at least three years; should have a grade point               
average of at least 2.5 on a 4.0 scale, and be enrolled or planning to enroll at a 
university, college or technical school during the 2025-2026 academic school year.  
Scholarship winners from previous years are not eligible to receive a second 4-H 
Foundation scholarship. 

 Selection Process 

A panel of experienced youth educators will screen the applications and select               
finalists.  Applications chosen as finalists will be screened by a second panel                 
comprised of 4-H and youth development experts.  The finalist applications will be 
ranked.  The 4-H Foundation will assign available scholarships to the top-ranking 
applications based on scholarship criteria (example: scholarships are available for 
specific geographical areas and project areas). 

 Notification 

Applicants who are awarded scholarships will be notified by postal letter and email 
in May.  This letter will include information about how to access the scholarship.  
Scholarship awardees are required to email a photo to the Wisconsin 4-H                          
Foundation and provide a one-page thank you letter outlining 4-H experiences and 
future plans that the Foundation will send to the scholarship sponsor.  Scholarship 
recipients and portions of their application materials (including their photo) may be 
featured in Wisconsin 4-H Foundation materials. 

 Questions 

Call or email Board of Directors President, Charles Crave: 

920.285.3812 or Charles@cravecheese.com  

 

CLICK HERE for a printable .pdf of 2025’s scholarship application rules. 

https://wis4hfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/512_site_logo.png
https://wis4hfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/512_site_logo.png
https://wis4hfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/512_site_logo.png
mailto:Charles@cravecheese.com
https://wis4hfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/2025-Scholarship-Application-Announcement.pdf.pdf
https://wis4hfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/512_site_logo.png
https://wis4hfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/512_site_logo.png
https://wis4hfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/512_site_logo.png
https://wis4hfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/512_site_logo.png
https://wis4hfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/schlolarship-and-4h.jpg
https://wis4hfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/schlolarship-and-4h.jpg
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Wisconsin Rural Opportunities Foundation (WROF), Inc., will award 
(5) $3,000 scholarships to high school seniors from rural Wisconsin to 
pursue post-secondary education through the Premier Scholarship 
Awards Program. Applications will close at 11:59 pm on Friday, March 
7. More information and the application can be found on our website: 
https://www.wrof.org. Only online applications will be accept. 
 

 Here are the criteria used when choosing the recipients: 

• The high school senior has lived in rural Wisconsin for at least two years. "Rural" is                  

defined as traditional rural areas and rural towns with a population of 25,000 or less. 

• The high school senior is attending school in Wisconsin. 

• The high school senior is pursuing post-secondary education and plans on returning to 

rural Wisconsin upon graduation. 

• The high school senior will pursue a degree in a field that will support the economy and 

well-being of rural communities in Wisconsin. This includes fields in agriculture, 
healthcare, large animal veterinary care, environmental studies, and sustainable practices. 
 

The scholarship award will support tuition and educational expenses. We encourage the 
best and the brightest scholars to apply, so they can bring the skills and knowledge they 
gain to help sustain the vibrancy of Wisconsin's rural communities. 

Your thoughts – combined with your writing skills and creativity – can put you 
in line to receive one of seven scholarships. Rural Mutual Insurance Company, 
Wisconsin Towns Association, and Scott Construction, Inc. are again offering 
the following scholarships to winners of an essay contest. 
 

2025 Scholarship Topic: 
“What are 3 top priorities your local town government officials should pursue 
to improve the quality of life in your community?” 
 

 Scholarships will be awarded on the following basis:  
(2) $1,000 scholarships will be awarded to the students with the highest-ranking essay score from a 

town or village insured by Rural Mutual Insurance Company as of May 1, 2025.  
 

(5) $1,000 scholarships will be awarded to the top five additional students with the highest ranking 
essay scores. 

 

Visit the WTA Website to learn more: https://www.wisctowns.com/resources/scholarship/ 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2025  
Groundhog Day marks the midway point between the winter 

solstice and the vernal equinox.  This tradition is said to      
predict how long winter will last.  People watch a groundhog 

emerge from its burrow to see if it sees its shadow. It is            
believed that if  the groundhog emerges from its burrow on 

this day and sees its shadow, it will retreat to its den and 
winter will go on for six more weeks; if it does not see its 

shadow, spring will arrive early.  

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.wrof.org/__;!!Mak6IKo!LriAQAAAYBucMqDCOKAV6gxgiY25Ove-iVzhmHjTledP6ibFi98pDgIi3AMZvM5BleSDsCUcrIcFJIBN6A$
https://www.wisctowns.com/resources/scholarship/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR18OReo8agRBtLL9JWWbejXMkBTpTrO-IiE1VHagRQCBPeUmYo_NSf7jxc_aem_mRl4ttoDoHLwZfeaDXns1g
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Join the Biotechnology Center every Wednesday night for Wednesday Nite @ 
The Lab! Each week features a speaker teaching about different science    
topics. These talks are available statewide and will be held on Zoom for the 
foreseeable future. Come join us!  
 
See https://science.wisc.edu/wednesday-nite-at-the-lab/ for the schedule of 
topics and registration links.  

Badger Talks is pleased to present a LIVE series of talks on topics that 
intend to inspire, delight, and pleasantly distract in a time we are all 
needing positive experiences. Tune in to hear experts on a variety of 

interesting and engaging topics. For more information see:  
https://badgertalks.wisc.edu/badger-talks-live/ 
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 Check Out These Event Calendars 
 

The calendars below show events available in surrounding areas and statewide. To               
filter by county or event type, use the check boxes on the left to narrow the results. 
 

* To find 4-H specific events see this site  
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/calendar/ 

 

* To find workshops, classes and other events hosted by University of Wisconsin-
Extension see this site: 

https://extension.wisc.edu/events/ 

Youth who join 4-H are often excited about the 
many, many projects they can choose to explore. 
There are so many Sparks (or things they want to 
learn about)! Yet, if their Spark doesn’t have a           

local project leader to support their learning, that excitement can turn to     
questions. They may not know how to get started on their own. Clover to the 
rescue!! Clover is an online smorgasbord of sparks, interactive activities, 
and fun. It was created by the National 4-H Council in collaboration with 
more than 100 universities throughout the United States. And it’s FREE and 
ready for youth, parents, and educators to dive into. Go to 4-h.org/clover 

4-H Volunteer Information and Resources - we have provided loads of 

great information to help you feel comfortable and confident about the basics 

of 4-H . Explore the Volunteer Resources website at:  

https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/resources/volunteer-resources/  

https://science.wisc.edu/wednesday-nite-at-the-lab/
http://go.wisc.edu/240r59
https://badgertalks.wisc.edu/badger-talks-live/
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/calendar/
https://extension.wisc.edu/events/
http://4-h.org/clover
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/resources/volunteer-resources/
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