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Every month we will hide a special symbol  somewhere in that 

month’s Pacer.  If you are the first person to call   (715) 672-5214  or 

email  (gwen.prom@wisc.edu) the Extension  Pepin County and tell us 

where that symbol is found you will win $5 and be named 

in next month’s Pepin Pacer as the “4-H Fast Finder”.   

Good Luck Hunting!  This is this month’s symbol :  
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Sky Holt, Pepin County 4-H Educator, has just completed a 
SOAR assessment with all Pepin County 4-H Clubs & 
Groups. A SOAR analysis process involves gathering input 
on the organization's : 

Strengths 

Opportunities 

Aspirations 

Results 
 

SOAR focuses on the positive aspects of an organization 
and encourages leveraging strengths to achieve the                                 
aspirations of our members for our future.   For more                           
details see Page 2. 

CONGRATULATIONS : 
 

JODI VETTERKIND - STATE 4-H                    

WINNER FOR COMPLETING THE 

THRIVE SURVEY 
 

ELIZABETH WAYNE  - WINNER  OF 

PEPIN CTY 4-H PARENT LEADER                                   

FEDERATION GIFT CARD  FOR COMPLETING THE THRIVE                        

SURVEY 
 

OAKLEY HURTGEN -  WINNER OF PEPIN CTY 4-H PARENT                       

LEADER FEDERATION GIFT CARD FOR COMPLETING THE                   

PEPIN COUNTY 4-H YEAR-END SURVEY 

(If you have not received your gift card yet, it is on its way!) 

mailto:sky.holt@wisc.edu
mailto:mary.campbellwood@wisc.edu
mailto:april.duval@wisc.edu
mailto:gwen.prom@wisc.edu
http://pepin.uwex.edu/
http://wi.4honline.com/
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Chippewa 4-H Club  
Typically meets 2nd Sunday of month. 

Contact Nicki Moline @ 
715-442-5371 

Lima Lads & Lassies 4-H Club  
Typically meets 3rd Sunday of month. 

 11:00 a.m., Durand City Hall  
Contact Wendy Brantner @ 

715-495-4472 

 

4-H Fast Finder for the Month: 

Eleanora Davidson 
Congratulations for being our  
4-H Fast Finder this month!   

We hope you enjoy the  
Pepin Pacer ! 

 

SCAN THE QR 
CODE AND SHOW 

YOU ARE  
4-EVER GREEN 

Pepin County 4-H Parent/ Leader Federation Meeting 
  April 16, 2025  

5:30 pm 
Boardroom, Pepin County Government Center 

 

Volunteer in Pepin County 4-H and help make our 4-H program stronger. 
Typically, meetings are held in February, April, June, August,                                         

October and December, normally held in the Boardroom at the                                                        
Government Center in Durand.  

Call the Extension Office for more information. 

 

Pepin/Buffalo 4-H Shooting Sports Club  
Typically meets Tuesday nights January-March. 

 6:30 p.m., Pepin Sportsman’s Club  
Contact Nicole Schonke @ 

7612-644-7525 



Yes, 4-H and Extension is open…to ALL people. 

The University of Wisconsin-Madison Division of Extension non-discrimination policy is: Extension does not 

discriminate in the treatment of individuals in the admission or access to its programs and                       

activities, in the provision of services, or services, or in employment. 

Further, Extension will not participate with organizations or in activities which discriminate on the basis of 

any of the legally prohibited categories of discrimination, which are: race, color, gender/sex, creed, dis-

ability, religion, national origin, ancestry, age, sexual orientation, pregnancy,  marital or parental  status 

arrest or conviction record, or membership in the national guard, state defense force, or any     other 

reserve component of the military service. Consistent with the Americans with Disabilities Act, per-

sons who need materials in alternative format or other accommodations should write or call the    Ex-

tension Office.  Individuals who need TTY access should call 1-800-947-3529. 
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Enroll Today As An Adult Volunteer   

Pepin County 4-H relies on all types of  volunteers, as little or as 

much time as you can invest is greatly                                   

appreciated!   To show your  interest in                                   

volunteering for  Pepin County 4-H                                      

complete a survey at:  

https://forms.gle/Zr44jDpHD23Pu5af6  Or scan the QR code 

Read more about 
the contest and                
finalists on this 

website: 
 

https://4h.extensi
on.wisc.edu/.../
winners-finalists-

of.../ 

https://forms.gle/Zr44jDpHD23Pu5af6
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/.../winners-finalists-of.../
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/2025/01/29/winners-finalists-of-the-2024-cedar-crest-ice-cream-flavor-contest/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2HjvDJwAtE1Unbx_Kir6j7jyGLa0OmYfQvHDVGJ3v6BQdwdM31oYqVKmI_aem_6EKE0EWObGULgfh_aHarlA
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/2025/01/29/winners-finalists-of-the-2024-cedar-crest-ice-cream-flavor-contest/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2HjvDJwAtE1Unbx_Kir6j7jyGLa0OmYfQvHDVGJ3v6BQdwdM31oYqVKmI_aem_6EKE0EWObGULgfh_aHarlA
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/2025/01/29/winners-finalists-of-the-2024-cedar-crest-ice-cream-flavor-contest/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2HjvDJwAtE1Unbx_Kir6j7jyGLa0OmYfQvHDVGJ3v6BQdwdM31oYqVKmI_aem_6EKE0EWObGULgfh_aHarlA
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/2025/01/29/winners-finalists-of-the-2024-cedar-crest-ice-cream-flavor-contest/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2HjvDJwAtE1Unbx_Kir6j7jyGLa0OmYfQvHDVGJ3v6BQdwdM31oYqVKmI_aem_6EKE0EWObGULgfh_aHarlA
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   In old news for the Lima Lads and Lassies 4-H club our January meeting consisted of a SOAR 
Assessment discussion with our county agent, Sky Holt, and our AmeriCorps agent, Payton 
Freund. Sky asked us questions about such things as how we felt our club was performing as a 
group in our community, what Extension could do to help us succeed more and what we liked 
about our club. Sky and Payton want to do everything they can to help our club thrive and keep 
our members engaged in learning more. Our club is always looking for individuals from our 
community that have a skill that they are willing to come teach our members something new. 
One example is Ron Kaempf. Last year he offered to mentor 2 members in a wood working 
project as he is very skilled in woodworking. Our 2 members loved doing the project and Ron is 
willing to 2 more projects this year along with offering the 
opportunity to one of our parents in our club. 

   At our February 9th meeting we discussed summer camp 
opportunities, participating in the Sports Shooting club in 
Pepin, animal weigh in for the fair, the fair theme for our 
fair booth, signing up to work the concession stand at the 
Humane Society Craft sale on Feb. 22 and activities that are 
going to be happening at the 
public library that are being 
put on by Pepin County Ex-
tension/4-H. Those activi-
ties at the library consist of 
Lego Club meeting on Febru-
ary 17 & 24 from 3:45-4:45 
for anyone in grades 1-5. 
Events that are available to 
all age groups are 3D Pens on 
February 19, Reformed 
painting on March 19 and 
Stem Chal-
lenges on April 
23 from 3:45-
4:45. Then we 
made a Valen-
tine’s Day craft 
that the Brun-
ner’s created. It 
was a Valen-
tine’s gnome. 
Then we fin-
ished out our 
meeting with a 
snack and extra 
time to visit. 
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This past Saturday our club was asked by the Pepin County Humane Society to sell concessions 

at their annual craft sale. We went early to the craft sale to help vendors carry in loads and 

loads of merchandise. Jacey and Kayden have done this community service activity before so 

they knew the ropes well. Kayden noticed a vendor unloading her items in the commons area 

instead of going through the gym doors like all the other vendors and went right up to her and 

asked if he could help her out. His willingness to step up and help out has come a long way 

since joining our club! We tried something new this year while being at the craft fair. Kayden 

and myself talked to all of the vendors that had a craft and asked them if they would ever be 

interested in coming to one of our club meetings and teaching us what they do. We gave each 

vendor a potting cup, dirt puck and packet of flowers seeds to symbolize “growing seeds of in-

terest” in the minds of our 4-H club members when teaching about their craft. Several vendors 

expressed an interest to come to our meetings. One young gal that was a vendor with her grand-

mother seemed very eager to come teach us how to make those cute crochet animals. Kayden 

was very interested in a vendor that had 3D creations. One vendor that has a a greenhouse of-

fered for our club to come to her greenhouse to come learn about growing plants and to start 

one of our own. I will follow through with the connections I made and we’ll see where that takes 

us. Thank you to everyone that came out to the craft sale to have lunch, buy goodies at their 

bake sale and shop from all the vendors. 
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- Club meeting to follow 
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62.50 

For Pepin County 4-H members 
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37.50 
For Pepin County 

4-H members 
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Here are some suggestions we found but you are not limited to these: 

Chippewa Valley Theatre Guild: https://cvtg.org/ 
Eau Claire Children’s Theatre: https://ecct.org/ 
Mabel Tainter:  https://www.mabeltainter.org/ 
Menomonie Theater Guild: https://menomonietheaterguild.org/ 
Pablo Center at the Confluence:  https://www.pablocenter.org/events 
Sheldon Theatre: https://www.sheldontheatre.org/ 
 

Anastasia 
March 7-9 

Pablo Center 

Try 
these 
sites: 

Tuck Everlasting 
April 3 - 6 

JAMF Theatre 

Illuminate 
April 10 

RCU Theatre 

Sleeping Beauty Ballot 
March 14 

RCU Theatre 

https://cvtg.org/
https://ecct.org/
https://www.mabeltainter.org/
https://menomonietheaterguild.org/
https://www.pablocenter.org/events
https://www.sheldontheatre.org/
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Find the 2024-25 Wisconsin 4-H Program Booklet here!  

For more info 

see the 

 WI 4-H Horse 

Association 

https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/files/2024/10/2024-25-Program-Booklet-compressed.pdf
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/files/2024/10/2024-25-Program-Booklet-compressed.pdf
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/projects/large-animals/horse-project/wisconsin-4-h-horse-association/?fbclid=IwY2xjawIq_7RleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHa3U0lg5K5q7jOy5vjlB7RjjoswTS9opkaF5klKNwLyLpn1YASsnJ8SbfQ_aem_-FvvwOnStAkNCVm_MgbSqQ
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/projects/large-animals/horse-project/wisconsin-4-h-horse-association/?fbclid=IwY2xjawIq_7RleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHa3U0lg5K5q7jOy5vjlB7RjjoswTS9opkaF5klKNwLyLpn1YASsnJ8SbfQ_aem_-FvvwOnStAkNCVm_MgbSqQ
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MARCH 20,  
2025 

Your writing skills and creativity can put you in line 
to receive one of seven scholarships. Rural Mutual 
Insurance Company, Wisconsin Towns Association, 
and Scott Construction, Inc. are  offering the follow-
ing scholarships to winners of an essay contest.  
All applicants must graduate from a Wisconsin pub-
lic or private high school in 2025 and plan to attend a Wisconsin public or private college 
or university in 2025. Essays will be judged independently on originality and subject mat-
ter in relation to the topic. View complete details here.  
 

Submit your essay along with required background information sheet 
to sandy.wanta@wisctowns.com or W7686 Co. Rd. MMM, Shawano, WI 54166.  Emailed 
or postmarked by May 23, 2025. 
 

2025 Scholarship Topic: “What are 3 top priorities your local town government offi-
cials should pursue to improve the quality of life in your community?” 

https://www.ruralmutual.com/
https://www.scottconstructioninc.com/
https://www.wisctowns.com/documents/2025-Background-Info-Sheet-1.pdf
mailto:sandy.wanta@wisctowns.com


Page 19 Pepin Pacer  

 

 

 



Midwest Horse Fair is the largest 3-day 
horse fair in USA in Madison, WI at          

Alliant Energy Center presented by the 
Wisconsin Horse Council.  The Wisconsin 
4-H Youth Development Horse Association 
Used Tack Sale  will once again be hosted 

by the Midwest Horse Fair  in 2025.  
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Experience all the fun 
of the fair as beloved 
Wisconsin author and 
storyteller Jerry Apps 
weaves together the 
long history of fairs 

through his memories 
as a 4-H leader, fair 
judge and lifelong                 

fairgoer. This nostalgic 
and deep-fried                              

documentary highlights 
how fairs have evolved 
over time and reflects 

on how county fairs are 
important to Wisconsin. 
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The 2025 Fairbook is completed and live on our website! Not too many                           

changes this year, but the most changes will be found in the dairy department,                                            
so check it out if you are a dairy exhibitor! As always, it is good to review                                   
the junior rules, livestock rules, and the rules for each department you                                 

participate  in to be sure you are prepared for this year's Fair!                                                            
We cannot wait to see you  at this Summer’s Main Attraction! 

https://www.buffalopepincountyfair.com/exhi.../premium-books  
 

ATTENTION ALL FAIR  

PARTICPANTS:  

 Remember that you MUST be 

enrolled in ALL the your 4-H 

projects you are entering into 

the fair on 4HOnline by  

APRIL 1, 2024. 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.buffalopepincountyfair.com%2Fexhibitor-info%2Fpremium-books%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2kdVEK09XyQXAsfjVn4a1fgDwhZiETY_9mfMSP20dXLfvngt3BTyO1hLg_aem_b-mlVe6qBDMfC5__Q15Cig&h=AT28sAUGh15T8Pk1MdU0EPpSBLoHL-10
https://www.buffalopepincountyfair.com/exhibitor-info/premium-books
https://www.buffalopepincountyfair.com/
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2025 YQCA Training Options 
Online  – a youth exhibitor will annually complete 3 interactive online training modules and 
corresponding quizzes  
 
Instructor-Led – In-person training (must register online one week prior to the               

training) 
 
Online Exam – upon passing an online exam, the youth exhibitor can achieve more than 1 

year of certification 
 

YQCA Training Cost 
 
$12/person/year for the online modules 
$3/person/year for the Instructor-Led trainings 

 
Access YQCA Trainings 
 
Online Training – Login to view the Help Video or Help Document Web-Based Training 
and follow the step by step instructions. Upon completion of the online training, please 
submit the proof of completion certificate to  gwen.prom@wisc.edu 

http://yqcaprogram.org/
https://yqcaprogram.org/
https://yqcaprogram.org/local/youth_parents.php
https://yqcaprogram.org/local/pdf/YQCA_HelpDoc_GettingYourWBTCertification.pdf
mailto:gwen.prom@wisc.edu
https://livestock.extension.wisc.edu/articles/animalsciences-education-series/
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Wisconsin Dairy Goat            
Association 

 

Share-a-Kid Program 
 

Each year, the Wisconsin Dairy Goat    
Association promotes interest in dairy 

goats in our state. Through our Share-a-
Kid Program, we award an average of 4 
to 6 dairy goat kids with young people 

across the state each year. Some years 
we have been able to award more. 

 

Entries will be accepted until April 1.   
 

For more information: 

https://www.wdga.org/out-and-
about/  

Just in case you can’t make it to our local 4-H Camp Kinnissippewa. 

Camps at Upham Woods registration will open on March 3rd at noon 

for the following: 
 

 

 

Traditional Camp: 

Who: Any youth entering 4th-8th grade for 

the 2025-2026 school year. 

When: August 16-19, 2025 

Registration Fee: $315 

Outpost Camp: 

Who: Any youth entering 8th-10th grade for 

the 2025-2026 school year. 

When: July 19-22, 2025 

Registration Fee: $335 

More information can be found on Upham Woods  :  

https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/uphamwoods/ 

https://www.wdga.org/out-and-about/
https://www.wdga.org/out-and-about/
https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/uphamwoods/


Page 28 Pepin Pacer  

 

Wisconsin Rural Opportunities Foundation (WROF), Inc., will award 
(5) $3,000 scholarships to high school seniors from rural Wisconsin to 
pursue post-secondary education through the Premier Scholarship 
Awards Program. Applications will close at 11:59 pm on Friday, March 
7. More information and the application can be found on our website: 
https://www.wrof.org. Only online applications will be accept. 
 

 Here are the criteria used when choosing the recipients: 

• The high school senior has lived in rural Wisconsin for at least two years. "Rural" is                  

defined as traditional rural areas and rural towns with a population of 25,000 or less. 

• The high school senior is attending school in Wisconsin. 

• The high school senior is pursuing post-secondary education and plans on returning to 

rural Wisconsin upon graduation. 

• The high school senior will pursue a degree in a field that will support the economy and 

well-being of rural communities in Wisconsin. This includes fields in agriculture, 
healthcare, large animal veterinary care, environmental studies, and sustainable practices. 
 

The scholarship award will support tuition and educational expenses. We encourage the 
best and the brightest scholars to apply, so they can bring the skills and knowledge they 
gain to help sustain the vibrancy of Wisconsin's rural communities. 

Your thoughts – combined with your writing skills and creativity – can put you 
in line to receive one of seven scholarships. Rural Mutual Insurance Company, 
Wisconsin Towns Association, and Scott Construction, Inc. are again offering 
the following scholarships to winners of an essay contest. 
 

2025 Scholarship Topic: 
“What are 3 top priorities your local town government officials should pursue 
to improve the quality of life in your community?” 
 

 Scholarships will be awarded on the following basis:  
(2) $1,000 scholarships will be awarded to the students with the highest-ranking essay score from a 

town or village insured by Rural Mutual Insurance Company as of May 1, 2025.  
 

(5) $1,000 scholarships will be awarded to the top five additional students with the highest ranking 
essay scores. 

 

Visit the WTA Website to learn more: https://www.wisctowns.com/resources/scholarship/ 

Buffalo County Farm Bureau 
 

Calling all 11-16 year old youth looking to                      
show a Dairy calf at the fair! 

Calf grant applications are due by March 31st.        
See the link below for more information: 

 

https://tinyurl.com/bcfbcalfgrant 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.wrof.org/__;!!Mak6IKo!LriAQAAAYBucMqDCOKAV6gxgiY25Ove-iVzhmHjTledP6ibFi98pDgIi3AMZvM5BleSDsCUcrIcFJIBN6A$
https://www.wisctowns.com/resources/scholarship/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR18OReo8agRBtLL9JWWbejXMkBTpTrO-IiE1VHagRQCBPeUmYo_NSf7jxc_aem_mRl4ttoDoHLwZfeaDXns1g
https://www.facebook.com/buffalocountyfarmbureau?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVMfOF8Icu_nTsSPhEysQbusFgr-f3nTqzcliCGejHUUahE0OnbTAqbjXVvd0tS0P8kYB4HjMFzo37ZYGuYqOkbyZ4jyOUEoLoIb3MTF24AloDerlNo2vHA00poTWzL9IRvksW62tKWQSE5bRl59IUX58fhUn_wHmA5TCQ1kFZBJuxjAIsa5afOLeyCNSRNjso
https://tinyurl.com/bcfbcalfgrant?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2d8U1mq3UOciRBDFKQIFak7Sm3aw5MB3SbA8LLfYeiW_fJEoVE8iUfGk4_aem_NCIEmAH8MogcoF3f0nQrcQ
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Wisconsin Envirothon is our state’s                 
ultimate middle and high school                            

environmental science challenge. Teams 
of five high school or five middle school 

students participate in outdoor field 
challenges designed by natural resources 

professionals and educators on four             
categories: Aquatic Ecology, Forestry, 

Soils and Land Use, and Wildlife. 

2025 Registration Now Open 

April 11, 2025 

Lions Camp | Rosholt, WI 

Register A Team  

https://wisconsinlandwater.org/our-work/youth-education/envirothon/envirothon-registration
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Join the Biotechnology Center every Wednesday night for Wednesday Nite @ 
The Lab! Each week features a speaker teaching about different science    
topics. These talks are available statewide and will be held on Zoom for the 
foreseeable future. Come join us!  
 
See https://science.wisc.edu/wednesday-nite-at-the-lab/ for the schedule of 
topics and registration links.  

Badger Talks is pleased to present a LIVE series of talks on topics that 
intend to inspire, delight, and pleasantly distract in a time we are all 
needing positive experiences. Tune in to hear experts on a variety of 

interesting and engaging topics. For more information see:  
https://badgertalks.wisc.edu/badger-talks-live/ 
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 Check Out These Event Calendars 
 

The calendars below show events available in surrounding areas and statewide. To               
filter by county or event type, use the check boxes on the left to narrow the results. 
 

* To find 4-H specific events see this site  
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/calendar/ 

 

* To find workshops, classes and other events hosted by University of Wisconsin-
Extension see this site: 

https://extension.wisc.edu/events/ 

Youth who join 4-H are often excited about the 
many, many projects they can choose to explore. 
There are so many Sparks (or things they want to 
learn about)! Yet, if their Spark doesn’t have a           

local project leader to support their learning, that excitement can turn to     
questions. They may not know how to get started on their own. Clover to the 
rescue!! Clover is an online smorgasbord of sparks, interactive activities, 
and fun. It was created by the National 4-H Council in collaboration with 
more than 100 universities throughout the United States. And it’s FREE and 
ready for youth, parents, and educators to dive into. Go to 4-h.org/clover 

4-H Volunteer Information and Resources - we have provided loads of 

great information to help you feel comfortable and confident about the basics 

of 4-H . Explore the Volunteer Resources website at:  

https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/resources/volunteer-resources/  

https://science.wisc.edu/wednesday-nite-at-the-lab/
http://go.wisc.edu/240r59
https://badgertalks.wisc.edu/badger-talks-live/
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/calendar/
https://extension.wisc.edu/events/
http://4-h.org/clover
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/resources/volunteer-resources/
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