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Let’s take a look back at some highlights of 4-H’s history ... 
 
GREENWICH, N.Y. — 4-H is an organization that has played a 
role in the development of youth for over a century. In honor of   
National 4-H Week happening October 1-7, take a look back at 
some of the highlights of 4-H’s history. 

The beginnings of 4-H can be found in the passage of the Morrill 
Act of 1862. The Morrill Act created the land grand system which 
established universities dedicated to agricultural training and        
research. A second Morrill Act passed in 1890 established more     
colleges, mainly schools that are now Historically Black Colleges & 
Universities. These new universities were conducting agricultural 
research and discovering new products and practices such as milk 
sanitation and corn seed hybrids. However, schools were having a 
hard time disseminating their findings because farmers were often 
unwilling to adopt these new findings. 

While more seasoned farmers were distrusting of their findings,   
researchers found that younger people were usually more interested 
and willing to try these new ideas. In the late 19th and early 
20th centuries there were concerns that rural students were not     
receiving adequate agricultural education. Many felt that their         
education was not connecting well to the lifestyle of the rural areas 
where they lived. To bridge this gap, researchers and teachers 
brought their new ideas and findings to public schools and                     
communities by forming youth clubs that taught various aspects of 
farming, including the universities’ new discoveries. 

There is not a definitive founder or founding date of 4-H. The group 
emerged from many youth clubs that formed at similar times but in 
different places in the U.S. 1902 is typically considered to be the  
beginning year of 4-H since several clubs were formed that year. 
A.B. Graham, a school principal in Clark County, Ohio began a 
youth program in early 1902 with the help of Ohio Agricultural                
Experiment Station and Ohio State University. Not long after     
Graham’s group was formed clubs were started in Winnebago  
County, Illinois by O.J. Kern, Wright County, Iowa by O.H.       
Benson, and Page County Iowa by Jessie Field Shambaugh.  

Every month we will hide a special symbol  somewhere in that 

month’s Pacer.  If you are the first person to call   (715) 672-5214  or 

email  (gwen.prom@wisc.edu) the Extension  Pepin County and tell us 

where that symbol is found you will win $5 and be named 

in next month’s Pepin Pacer as the “4-H Fast Finder”.   

Good Luck Hunting!  This is this month’s symbol :  

mailto:sky.holt@wisc.edu
mailto:mary.campbellwood@wisc.edu
mailto:april.duval@wisc.edu
mailto:gwen.prom@wisc.edu
mailto:payton.freund@wisc.edu
mailto:sarah.torbert@wisc.edu
http://pepin.uwex.edu/
http://wi.4honline.com/
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Chippewa 4-H Club  
Typically meets 2nd Sunday of month. 

Contact Nicki Moline @ 
715-442-5371 

Lima Lads & Lassies 4-H Club  
Typically meets 3rd Sunday of month. 

 11:00 a.m., Durand City Hall  
Contact Wendy Brantner @ 

715-495-4472 

 

4-H Fast Finder for the Month: 

LILY DERRICKS 
Congratulations for being our  
4-H Fast Finder this month!   

We hope you enjoy the  
Pepin Pacer ! 

 

Pepin County 4-H Parent/ Leader Federation Meeting 
  Tentatively  -  January 10, 2026 @ 6:00 pm 

Hide-A While, Mondovi  
 

Volunteer in Pepin County 4-H and help make our 4-H program stronger. 
Typically, meetings are held in February, April, June, August,                                         

October and December, normally held in the Boardroom at the                                                        
Government Center in Durand.  

Call the Extension Office for more information. 

Pepin/Buffalo 4-H Shooting Sports Club  
Typically meets Monday & Tuesday nights  
@ 6:30 p.m. in Pepin Sportsman’s Club,  

January-March.  For 3rd Graders and older. 
 Contact Nicole Schonke @ 

612-644-7525 

Community Health Youth Leaders (CHYL) 
Durand /Arkansaw In-School Club  

6th -  8th Graders 
Typically meets (2) Fridays a month  

in Room #009 during lunch   
Contact Sky Holt @ 

715-279-7677 



Enroll Today As An Adult Volunteer  -4-H relies on all volunteers, as little or as 

much time as you can invest! Anyone who may lead an activity even at the club level, 

must be enrolled.  As is part of the Youth Protection process in 4-H. Then we have                                  

enrollment and screening  information and you are  covered by 

 secondary liability  insurance . To show your interest in   

volunteering for  Pepin County 4-H complete a survey at : 

https://forms.gle/Zr44jDpHD23Pu5af6   

Or scan the QR code: 
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ATTENTION VOLUNTEERS: It has come to our attention that there have been some bugs in 
the 4Honline trainings.  To remedy this please take a screenshot of the top left corner of 
the training and send to Gwen Prom at gwen.prom@wisc.edu – ( there’s a box that will 
say “% complete” and it should say 100% if you have completed all the                 con-

tent.  There should also be a list of training headings with checkmarks that are all green 
if it is complete). 

https://forms.gle/Zr44jDpHD23Pu5af6
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Re-Enroll for the New 4-H Year  

4-H Online 2.0 is the online enrollment and registration system for                                      

Wisconsin 4-H.  Go to  http://wi.4honline.com to access the system                           

using your family account information. PLEASE ENROLL SOON. 
 

For step by step instructions, the 4-H family enrollment guide can be found at : 

https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/files/2020/09/4HOnline.v2.Family.Enrollment. 

Guide_.pdf  
 

Contact your 4-H Leader or Gwen Prom at (715) 672-5214 or gwen.prom@wisc.edu  

with questions. 

Be a Leader in Your Club 

A 4-H club should work together as a team. No 

position is more important than another. Adult 

volunteers support club officers, and club                  

officers support adult volunteers. Presidents, 

vice presidents, secretaries, treasurers,                    

historians, reporters, and other officers all do 

their part to keep the club running smoothly.                         

Members play a role in that too. What part of 

the team do you want to be? For more                                      

information see the  Wisconsin 4-H Youth Leader Resources webpage  

Cedar Crest Ice Cream and the Wisconsin 4-H Foundation have teamed up to 
present the “Cedar Crest Ice Cream 4-H Flavor Creation Contest” for Wisconsin 
4-H clubs. All Wisconsin 4-H clubs are eligible to submit their ideas for a new 
ice cream flavor, along with a flavor description and interesting flavor name. 
Entries are being accepted now through November 15!  

For contest                                    
information , 
rules, and entry 
form, visit: 

https://cedarcrest
icecream.com/4H-
Flavor-Contest/  

http://wi.4honline.com
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/files/2020/09/4HOnline.v2.Family.Enrollment.Guide_.pdf
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/files/2020/09/4HOnline.v2.Family.Enrollment.Guide_.pdf
mailto:gwen.prom@wisc.edu
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/resources/volunteer-resources/youth-leader-resources/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fcedarcresticecream.com%2F4H-Flavor-Contest%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwaHpiSE94ckg5UDRMb202dwEeJ3dTEd9xQgeRa6V3gkkiiifyd5qDtaX3f0Xcy2f3iNZLK28q1K240meSgj8_aem_iOffEQb-ziA5jKOFrsgRxg&h=AT3Us88RgM_G2FhVdf
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fcedarcresticecream.com%2F4H-Flavor-Contest%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwaHpiSE94ckg5UDRMb202dwEeJ3dTEd9xQgeRa6V3gkkiiifyd5qDtaX3f0Xcy2f3iNZLK28q1K240meSgj8_aem_iOffEQb-ziA5jKOFrsgRxg&h=AT3Us88RgM_G2FhVdf
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fcedarcresticecream.com%2F4H-Flavor-Contest%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwaHpiSE94ckg5UDRMb202dwEeJ3dTEd9xQgeRa6V3gkkiiifyd5qDtaX3f0Xcy2f3iNZLK28q1K240meSgj8_aem_iOffEQb-ziA5jKOFrsgRxg&h=AT3Us88RgM_G2FhVdf
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The September meeting of the Lima Lads & Lassies 4-H club consisted of planning 
our meeting schedule for the 2025-2026 4-H year. We talked about community 

service projects that we would like to continue with in the coming year. We elected 
new club officers for 2025-2026. President is Elizabeth Wayne. Secretary is                          

Corrina Brunner. Treasurer is Jacey Brunner. Sunshine Awards is Drew Jereczek .  

We had 2 new families join our club. The first family is Celsey Weiss and her son 
Ryker. Ryker’s siblings, Maverick and Abigail, came along too even though they are 

not old enough to be club members yet. The second family is Nick and Katlyn                             
Lodermeier and their son Jasper. The boys are eager to jump right in and have fun 

with our club. 

Last week was National 4-H Week. Club members were given locker magnets to put 
on display at school to promote 4-H. The Durand Community Library has pam-
phlets telling about 4-H in our county and information on how to join one of the 

clubs. Club members were asked to wear their club t-shirt to school on Wednesday 
to show their support of 4-H. 

For our October meeting we gathered at Club 10 for the annual 4-H Achievement 
Awards Banquet on October 12th. We started the banquet with getting things ready 

for a community service project. The 4-H Parent/Leader Federation purchased 
trinkets to hand out during the Durand Improvement Group Trunk or Treat event 

on October 25th on Main Street in Durand. We put 4-H labels with  information on 
how to join 4-H onto mini flashlights, pop-its, and glo-sticks. Since almost of all of 

our members are of trick-o-treating age we will be giving our trinkets to DIG                    
members to hand our during the event. Then we had a terrific lunch of pizza, pasta, 
salad, breadsticks and pop. Following lunch we had to presentation of awards. All 
of the club officers were recognized for their service to the club. Our Most Active 
Members were Leah Brion and Cayden Bauer. Bleeds Green was Alivia Hurtgen. 

Willing Worker was Cayden Bauer. Most Welcoming Family went to Hannah, Nick 
and Leah Brion. Strives to Lead was Elizabeth Wayne. The Key Award went to                    

Mara Brunner. Honorable Mention for Record Books went to Elizabeth Wayne for 
her age group. Leah Brion got !st Place for her Record Book in her age group.  

After the awards were all handed out all the families we welcome to go bowling.  

Our next meeting will be either November 1st or November 2nd depending on what 
the weather will be like. Our activity will be to put up Christmas decorations in Me-

morial Park and Riverview Park. If anyone in the community has any                             
outdoor decorations that they are thinking about getting rid of please consider                       
donating them to our club to put on display at our city parks. Contact the Pepin 

County Extension Office at 715-672-5214 if you would like to donate any                                  
decorations and a pick up can be arranged.  

Submitted by Wendy Brantner 
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Register for the Cultural Baking Series held at 6:30 PM on Dec 4, 11, & 18 via 
Zoom.  We will learn new baking techniques, try new-to-us ingredients, and       
explore our cultural connection to food.  This series is recommended for those in 
4th grade and up. Families will receive a recipe book and ingredient list by 
email. There is no fee for this program.  Your family will need to purchase ingredi-
ents and supplies. We will be making:  Swedish Crackers, Cornmeal cranberry 
cookies, and Helbeh (Middle Eastern Fenugreek Cake) 
 

Cultural Baking Series Registration  -  Registration closes Nov 17 at Noon 

https://uwmadison.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/https:/uwmadison.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_d0UWDfmeiIQq8B0
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In collaboration with the UW-Eau 
Claire Nursing program and the Pepin 
County Together Community Health 
Improvement Plan  are  conducting a 
survey related to water contaminant 
awareness and concern. This survey 
is only 6  questions and should take 

no more than five minutes. Your                                   
participation is appreciated!  

 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/

N97JB5Q 
  

CONTACT: Jeffrey Englert |                               
Reg. Nurse, UWEC BSN Completion 

Student | 715-829-1177 | 
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https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.surveymonkey.com/r/N97JB5Q__;!!Mak6IKo!K9JhsKMdqokcIzG8kkcr4F7rtfWKblipB0bmGdQ8hQxpevMS6rb1JMCbKxXuVqRvNKM2raF18CVNbPCrU0CJdL9U$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.surveymonkey.com/r/N97JB5Q__;!!Mak6IKo!K9JhsKMdqokcIzG8kkcr4F7rtfWKblipB0bmGdQ8hQxpevMS6rb1JMCbKxXuVqRvNKM2raF18CVNbPCrU0CJdL9U$
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 In Wicked: For Good, Elphaba and Glinda prove that one choice can                        

change everything. Now it’s your turn. Whether it’s a kind note, helping a                

neighbor, or brightening someone’s day. Your good deed matters.                                  

Through November 21, join the #4HForGood Challenge. Do a good deed,                    

snap a pic of your , and share your story with #4HForGood. Tag @4H and                              

4 friends to spread kindness. Together, schools, workplaces, families,                                  

and communities can spark a ripple of good.  
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https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/statewide-events-and-opportunities/
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2026 4-H American Spirit Experience:  Empowering Youth  
Through History & Leadership 

 
Are you a 4-H member in grades 8–10 who loves history, travel, and making 
new friends? The 4-H American Spirit Experience might be the perfect                   
adventure for you! 
 
The 4-H American Spirit Experience empowers youth to take ownership of 
their learning and leadership through a 10-day educational journey exploring 
history, culture, and civic identity across the East Coast and Canada. While 
staff and volunteers support and facilitate the experience, youth are at the 
center, not just as participants, but as leaders, learners, and changemakers. 
They actively shape the experience by presenting content, leading discussions, 
reflecting on their learning, and building a vibrant community with peers from 
across Wisconsin 
 
2026 Travel Dates: 
June 18–29, 2026 
July 3–12, 2026 
 
Program Highlights: 
*Visit historic sites like Lexington & Concord, Salem, 
and Gloucester 
*Explore American and Canadian culture (passport       
required!) 
*Lead activities and discussions with fellow youth 
*Build lifelong friendships and leadership skills 
 
Application Details: 
Open November 1–30, 2025 in 4H Online:  youth and a parent/guardian must 
complete the application together.  Important…A completed application does 
not guarantee participation. Final selections will consider group composition, 
eligibility, and application timing. 
 
Estimated Cost:    $3,000 
Invoices will be sent to counties in April 2026. Counties and participants are 
encouraged to collaborate on payment plans and fundraising. 
 
Eligibility: 
Open to youth in grades 8–10 (older youth may inquire with Amber Rehberg at 
amber.rehberg@wisc.edu) 
Each week is limited to 45 youth, so apply early! 
 
Don't miss this chance to experience history, culture, and leadership in action. 

Mark your calendar for November 1! 
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https://youth.extension.wisc.edu/programs/youth-as-partners-in-civic-leadership/
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National 4-H Artificial Intelligence Challenge 

How can you use AI to solve problems in agriculture?  

On October 1, National 4-H in partnership with Google introduced the 4-H AI                      
Challenge. The challenge is open to youth in two age categories: Level 1: Ages 13 – 15 
and Level 2: Ages 16 – 18. Youth work in small teams with an adult advisor to develop 
novel solutions to agriculture issues in their community. Projects will be submitted 
through ProjectBoard and must be entered by November 15, 2025. Resources                                  
including instructions, FAQs, and judging rubric is found on the Challenge website. 
Projects will be judged on a national level with cash prizes for first, second, and third 
place.  Questions about the Challenge can be sent to Dr. Mark Light at North Carolina 
A&T or Alexa Groff at Iowa State University. 
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Badger Talks is pleased to present a LIVE series of talks on topics that 
intend to inspire, delight, and pleasantly distract in a time we are all 
needing positive experiences. Tune in to hear experts on a variety of 

interesting and engaging topics. For more information see:  
https://badgertalks.wisc.edu/badger-talks-live/ 
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 Check Out These Event Calendars 
 

The calendars below show events available in surrounding areas and statewide. To               
filter by county or event type, use the check boxes on the left to narrow the results. 
 

* To find 4-H specific events see this site  
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/calendar/ 

 

* To find workshops, classes and other events hosted by University of Wisconsin-
Extension see this site: 

https://extension.wisc.edu/events/ 

Youth who join 4-H are often excited about the 
many, many projects they can choose to explore. 
There are so many Sparks (or things they want to 
learn about)! Yet, if their Spark doesn’t have a           

local project leader to support their learning, that excitement can turn to     
questions. They may not know how to get started on their own. Clover to the 
rescue!! Clover is an online smorgasbord of sparks, interactive activities, 
and fun. It was created by the National 4-H Council in collaboration with 
more than 100 universities throughout the United States. And it’s FREE and 
ready for youth, parents, and educators to dive into. Go to 4-h.org/clover 

SCAN THE QR CODE 
AND SHOW YOU ARE  

4-EVER GREEN 

4-H Volunteer Information and Resources - we have provided loads of 

great information to help you feel comfortable and confident about the basics 

of 4-H . Explore the Volunteer Resources website at:  

https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/resources/volunteer-resources/  

 

https://badgertalks.wisc.edu/badger-talks-live/
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/calendar/
https://extension.wisc.edu/events/
http://4-h.org/clover
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/resources/volunteer-resources/
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