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Let’s take a look back at some highlights of 4-H’s history ... 

Most early clubs were project-based focusing on a particular crop,    
animal, or skill. Because of this they had names like “Corn Club,” 
“Cow Club,” or “Canning Club.” The main goal of these clubs was to 
have children learn about a subject by doing it themselves. Students 
would learn about the subject in a group setting and then try it                    
themselves at home. For instance, students might raise a pig or cow, or 
grow a plot of corn using the knowledge they learned. At the end of a 
growing season fairs were sometimes held to display the students’ 
work throughout the year. In some ways children brought home 
knowledge from the club and taught their parents how to implement 
those skills and practices on their own farms. 

In 1910 Jessie Field Shambaugh designed the recognizable 4-H clover 
emblem. Originally, the emblem consisted of a three-leafed clover               
signifying the group’s “H” values of head, hands, and heart. A little 
later a fourth “H” hustle was added. Eventually the fourth “H” was 
changed to health establishing the four values that exist today. By 1912 
clubs were calling themselves 4-H clubs. 

The Smith-Lever Act passed in 1914 created the cooperative extension 
service connected to land grant universities helping them educate rural 
Americans in ag-related subjects. 4-H groups became incorporated into 
the cooperative extension system which helped further establish and 
spread 4-H across the U.S. Throughout the 1920s 4-H became more 
organized creating requirements for clubs, determining 4-H leaders’ 
duties, and clarifying curriculums. In 1927 the 4-H pledge was penned 
by a Kansas 4-H leader named Otis Hall. The pledge was adopted at 
the first National 4-H Camp held that year in Washington, D.C. The 
pledge spelled out what 4-H stood for and the ideals that 4-H members 
were to aspire to saying: 

I pledge my head to clearer thinking, 
My heart to greater loyalty, 
My hands to larger service, 

and my health to better living, 
for my club, my community, my country, and my world. 

The pledge has remained largely unchanged to this day except for the 
phrase “and my world” which was added to the last line in 1973. 

Every month we will hide a special symbol  somewhere in that 

month’s Pacer.  If you are the first person to call   (715) 672-5214  or 

email  (gwen.prom@wisc.edu) the Extension  Pepin County and tell us 

where that symbol is found you will win $5 and be named 

in next month’s Pepin Pacer as the “4-H Fast Finder”.   

Good Luck Hunting!  This is this month’s symbol :  
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Chippewa 4-H Club  
Typically meets 2nd Sunday of month. 

Contact Nicki Moline @ 
715-442-5371 

Lima Lads & Lassies 4-H Club  
Typically meets 3rd Sunday of month. 

 11:00 a.m., Durand City Hall  
Contact Wendy Brantner @ 

715-495-4472 

 

4-H Fast Finder for the Month: 

MADY DERRICKS 
Congratulations for being our  
4-H Fast Finder this month!   

We hope you enjoy the  
Pepin Pacer ! 

 

Pepin County 4-H Parent/ Leader Federation Meeting 
  Tentatively  -  January 10, 2026 @ 6:00 pm 

Hide-A While, Mondovi  
 

Volunteer in Pepin County 4-H and help make our 4-H program stronger. 
Typically, meetings are held in February, April, June, August,                                         

October and December, normally held in the Boardroom at the                                                        
Government Center in Durand.  

Call the Extension Office for more information. 

Pepin/Buffalo 4-H Shooting Sports Club  
Typically meets Monday & Tuesday nights  
@ 6:30 p.m. in Pepin Sportsman’s Club,  

January-March.  For 3rd Graders and older. 
 Contact Nicole Schonke @ 

612-644-7525 

Community Health Youth Leaders (CHYL) 
Durand /Arkansaw In-School Club  

6th -  8th Graders 
Typically meets (2) Fridays a month  

in Room #009 during lunch   
Contact Sky Holt @ 

715-279-7677 
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Enroll Today As An Adult Volunteer  -4-H relies on all volunteers, as little or as much 

time as you can invest! Anyone who may lead an activity even at the club level, must be enrolled.  

As is part of the Youth Protection process in 4-H. Then we have                                  

enrollment and screening  information and you are  covered by 

 secondary liability  insurance . To show your interest in   

volunteering for  Pepin County 4-H complete a survey at : 

https://forms.gle/Zr44jDpHD23Pu5af6   

Or scan the QR code: 
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ATTENTION VOLUNTEERS: It has come to our attention that there have been some bugs in 
the 4Honline trainings.  To remedy this please take a screenshot of the top left corner of 
the training and send to Gwen Prom at gwen.prom@wisc.edu   There’s a box that will say 

“% complete” and it should say 100% if you have completed all the content.                             
There should also be a list of training headings with checkmarks that are all green if it is 

complete. 

CLOSES : DECEMBER 5 

https://forms.gle/Zr44jDpHD23Pu5af6
mailto:gwen.prom@wisc.edu


Page 5 Pepin Pacer  

The Lima Lads and Lassies 4-H club decided to 
help out with the Pack the Bus food drive to help 
pack the shelves of the Pepin County Food              
Pantry.  Chelsa Wayne volunteered to pick up      
essential items and non-perishable food and       
Lizzy Wayne delivered them to the drop off site.  

When the calendar changes to November that 
means it’s time to decorate the parks in Durand 
to kick off the holiday season with Dazzle Day on 
November 29th. We put up decorations in             
Memorial Park and Riverview Park. The City of 
Durand workers were kind enough to set up the 
large tree in Riverview Park for us. This year the 
National Honor Society from the Durand/
Arkansaw High School has volunteered to put up 
the decorations at Tarrent Park. We set aside a 
bunch of our decorations and they are providing 
the manpower to get the job done. We are              
thankful for another organization stepping up to 

help make our town festive. Thank you to the person that donated some Christmas 
lights and dropped them off at the Extension office! 

Photos: Elizabeth Wayne, Lima Lads and Lassies Club President, with their donation of essentials 
and non perishables for Pack the Bus to pack the shelves for Pepin County Human Services 
(above).   Our crew of 4-H members that helped put up the decorations.  
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Tis the beginning of the giving season, and once again, Pepin County is looking for volun-
teers to ring bells for the Annual Red Kettle Campaign. 85% of the funds contributed to 
local kettles are available to be redistributed to those in need of assistance (food, shel-
ter, gas, utilities and other basic needs) throughout Pepin County via local law enforce-
ment and/or Human Services.  
 
Pepin County will kick off our Annual Red Kettle Campaign on November 15, 2025.  We 
are grateful to have local businesses that have volunteered to be official bell ringing 
sites:  
• Durand Fresh Market which offers volunteer opportunities on Mondays through Sat-
urdays starting on Saturday, November 15, 2025, through December 24th. 
• Villa Bellezza – Saturdays 11am to 4pm 

• Consumer Cooperative (Pepin) – Saturdays 9am to 4pm 
Bank of Alma – Saturdays 8:30 -11:30am – kettle located within the bank when open. 

If you are interested in ringing bells for the Red Kettle Campaign, you can sign up online 
at www.registertoring.com. Individuals who don’t have access to the internet can call or 
text Maria at 715-279-3720 to coordinate your preferred volunteer hours and location. 
Each shift on the Register to Ring website is an hour, all we ask is that you ring bells, 
spread holiday cheer, and say thank you to those who donate to the kettles. The red 
kettles will accept all U.S. currency (coins and cash); this year will also feature a virtual 
payment option via a QR code. No donation is too small and they all add up to make a 
difference!  
 
Additionally, I do have extra kettles that the 4-H clubs can borrow for special events, if 
desired. 
 
All members of the public who sign up and complete a bell ringing shift in Pepin County 
will be entered for the chance to win a Kwik Trip gift card (5 available).  

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.registertoring.com__;!!Mak6IKo!NyvNQaS4Cnv-ZOqHYgrkIuBb7Kyfi3Xj0ypb_PWUh9McxVr7jybMVL18yQfC4eXmWo94X6JGpENSfv5FFWtK$
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Register for the Cultural Baking Series held at 6:30 PM on Dec 4, 11, & 18 via 
Zoom.  We will learn new baking techniques, try new-to-us ingredients, and       
explore our cultural connection to food.  This series is recommended for those in 
4th grade and up. Families will receive a recipe book and ingredient list by 
email. There is no fee for this program.  Your family will need to purchase ingredi-
ents and supplies. We will be making:  Swedish Crackers, Cornmeal cranberry 
cookies, and Helbeh (Middle Eastern Fenugreek Cake) 
 

Cultural Baking Series Registration  -  Registration closes Nov 17 at Noon 

https://uwmadison.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/https:/uwmadison.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_d0UWDfmeiIQq8B0
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next page. 

Celebrate Crossword Day on December 21 with this 4-H fun! 
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https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/statewide-events-and-opportunities/
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Registration will be available soon for our NEW Winter Academy. 

The Winter Academy is open to grades 8-10 and is an opportunity 

for youth to gain experience in problem solving strategies and to 

prepare for successful career pathways. Completion of the 2026 

Winter Academy grants a coupon code for the 2026 Summer                   

Academy! Keep an eye out for more registration details and                           

program information on our website:  

https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/winter-academy/ 

https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/winter-academy/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExY3ZmaGduWkpVY3JxeHA1WnNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR43XuBPYnKjOMrdYlc4ddreulNvqGnBwHWLdrtHV8ySwTIXKxq78M4gSENK2w_aem_seUK0XdDwy67vi_iWwCwmw
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Apply to the Wisconsin 4-H Ambassador Teams! 

Ambassadors get unique opportunities to represent Wisconsin 4-H, 

develop leadership skills, and contribute to statewide programming. 

Apply to join the Arts, Leadership, or Agriculture Ambassadors                      

depending on what inspires you most.                                                            

Youth must be in grades 9-12 to apply! 
 

Applications open now and until Dec. 15th! Learn more and apply 

here: https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/.../wi-4-h-ambassador-team/  

https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/statewide-events-and-opportunities/wi-4-h-ambassador-team/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExVWNkS2pSS3dKR0VPVWlQN3NydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIIY2FsbHNpdGUBMgABHqL93KjqFFoaytb4E_lkovPdi4aP7oxE-v8phI6Hq_IQhip
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2026 4-H American Spirit Experience:  Empowering Youth  
Through History & Leadership 

 
Are you a 4-H member in grades 8–10 who loves history, travel, and making 
new friends? The 4-H American Spirit Experience might be the perfect                   
adventure for you! 
 
The 4-H American Spirit Experience empowers youth to take ownership of 
their learning and leadership through a 10-day educational journey exploring 
history, culture, and civic identity across the East Coast and Canada. While 
staff and volunteers support and facilitate the experience, youth are at the 
center, not just as participants, but as leaders, learners, and changemakers. 
They actively shape the experience by presenting content, leading discussions, 
reflecting on their learning, and building a vibrant community with peers from 
across Wisconsin 
 
2026 Travel Dates: 
June 18–29, 2026 
July 3–12, 2026 
 
Program Highlights: 
*Visit historic sites like Lexington & Concord, Salem, 
and Gloucester 
*Explore American and Canadian culture (passport       
required!) 
*Lead activities and discussions with fellow youth 
*Build lifelong friendships and leadership skills 
 
Application Details: 
Open November 1–30, 2025 in 4H Online:  youth and a parent/guardian must 
complete the application together.  Important…A completed application does 
not guarantee participation. Final selections will consider group composition, 
eligibility, and application timing. 
 
Estimated Cost:    $3,000 
Invoices will be sent to counties in April 2026. Counties and participants are 
encouraged to collaborate on payment plans and fundraising. 
 
Eligibility: 
Open to youth in grades 8–10 (older youth may inquire with Amber Rehberg at 
amber.rehberg@wisc.edu) 
Each week is limited to 45 youth, so apply early! 
 

Don't miss this chance to experience history, culture,                                                    
and leadership in action.  
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Applications for 2026 National 4-H Conference are now live! Youth 

are invited to apply to participate in this conference. National 4-H 

Conference is a premiere leadership and civic engagement                                     

opportunity, where youth will get the chance to work with a branch 

of the federal government on an action plan, visit with legislators, 

and explore Washington DC! Application details are available                                  

on our website: go.wisc.edu/NationalConf 

http://go.wisc.edu/NationalConf?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExVWNkS2pSS3dKR0VPVWlQN3NydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIIY2FsbHNpdGUBMgABHsG6g5yWO1kjEDsfl4vuzSyJsmkr7OdubCjWX5gQznNQOk0F0WFTE7TcDJl0_aem_LzYUNX2Q2fGBohkwFrExog
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/.../national-4-h-conference/
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'Tis the season to spread joy—and support 4‑H youth across the country while 
you do it! Whether you're shopping for family, friends, or even your furry com-

panions, this guide is packed with purposeful gifts that give back. Let's make this 
holiday season merry, bright, and meaningful!  
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Badger Talks is pleased to present a LIVE series of talks on topics that 
intend to inspire, delight, and pleasantly distract in a time we are all 
needing positive experiences. Tune in to hear experts on a variety of 

interesting and engaging topics. For more information see:  
https://badgertalks.wisc.edu/badger-talks-live/ 
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 Check Out These Event Calendars 
 

The calendars below show events available in surrounding areas and statewide. To               
filter by county or event type, use the check boxes on the left to narrow the results. 
 

* To find 4-H specific events see this site  
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/calendar/ 

 

* To find workshops, classes and other events hosted by University of Wisconsin-
Extension see this site: 

https://extension.wisc.edu/events/ 

Youth who join 4-H are often excited about the 
many, many projects they can choose to explore. 
There are so many Sparks (or things they want to 
learn about)! Yet, if their Spark doesn’t have a           

local project leader to support their learning, that excitement can turn to     
questions. They may not know how to get started on their own. Clover to the 
rescue!! Clover is an online smorgasbord of sparks, interactive activities, 
and fun. It was created by the National 4-H Council in collaboration with 
more than 100 universities throughout the United States. And it’s FREE and 
ready for youth, parents, and educators to dive into. Go to 4-h.org/clover 

SCAN THE QR CODE 
AND SHOW YOU ARE  

4-EVER GREEN 

4-H Volunteer Information and Resources - we have provided loads of 

great information to help you feel comfortable and confident about the basics 

of 4-H . Explore the Volunteer Resources website at:  

https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/resources/volunteer-resources/  

 

https://badgertalks.wisc.edu/badger-talks-live/
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/calendar/
https://extension.wisc.edu/events/
http://4-h.org/clover
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/resources/volunteer-resources/
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