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Let’s take a look back at some highlights of 4-H’s history … 
 

In the 1930s 4-H clubs grew to offer a wider variety of projects 
that kids could participate in. Girls could participate in subjects 
related to home economics such as clothing, food & nutrition, 
and home management & improvement. For boys, field and 
trade subjects like soil conservation, electricity, tractors &                  
machinery, and ag production projects were added.  

With the outbreak of United States involvement in World War 
II in 1941 the focus of 4-H turned to supporting the war effort. 
Much of the organization’s efforts revolved around increasing 
food production. In its “Feed a Fighter” campaign and similar 
campaigns 4-Hers were encouraged to use their projects to 
grow larger yields or raise more livestock. 4-H played a big 
role in the Victory Garden movement which planted home and 
community gardens to produce more home-grown food. Other 
efforts from 4-H club members included participating as                     
Victory Farm Volunteers, conducting recycling drives, clothing 
making, increasing canning efforts, and purchasing war bonds. 
With its war-related activity 4-H membership grew from 
650,000 members in 1942 to over 1.6 million through the 
course of the war.  

In the post-war years 4-H continued to grow both domestically 
and internationally. The National 4-H Center opened in                     
Washington, D.C. in 1959 serving as a national headquarters 
for the group and offering trainings and experiences for youth, 
leaders, and volunteers. President Dwight Eisenhower attended 
the Center’s dedication ceremony. In 1948 the 
first International Youth Farm Exchange occurred with a group 
of American 4-Hers visiting Europe and a group Europeans 
coming the United States. This program enabled farm youth to 
experience the culture and agriculture of a foreign country, and 
it still exists today. By 1953 4-H clubs were established in 23 
countries in Europe, Asia, and Latin America. By 1965 this 
number grew to 76 countries on five continents.  

Every month we will hide a special symbol  somewhere in that 

month’s Pacer.  If you are the first person to call   (715) 672-5214  or 

email  (gwen.prom@wisc.edu) the Extension  Pepin County 

and tell us where that symbol is found you will win $5 and be 

named in next month’s Pepin Pacer as the “4-H Fast Finder”.   

Good Luck Hunting!  This is this month’s symbol :  
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Chippewa 4-H Club  
Typically meets 2nd Sunday of month. 

Contact Nicki Moline @ 
715-442-5371 

Lima Lads & Lassies 4-H Club  
Typically meets 3rd Sunday of month. 

 11:00 a.m., Durand City Hall  
Contact Wendy Brantner @ 

715-495-4472 

 

4-H Fast Finder for the Month: 

OAKLEY HURTGEN 
Congratulations for being our  
4-H Fast Finder this month!   

We hope you enjoy the  
Pepin Pacer ! 

 

Pepin County 4-H Parent/ Leader Federation Meeting 
  January 10, 2026 @ 6:00 pm 

Hide-A While, Mondovi  
 

Volunteer in Pepin County 4-H and help make our 4-H program stronger. 
Typically, meetings are held in February, April, June, August,                                         

October and December, normally held in the Boardroom at the                                                        
Government Center in Durand.  

Call the Extension Office for more information. 

Pepin/Buffalo 4-H Shooting Sports Club  
Typically meets Monday & Tuesday nights  
@ 6:30 p.m. in Pepin Sportsman’s Club,  

January-March.  For 3rd Graders and older. 
 Contact Nicole Schonke @ 

612-644-7525 

Community Health Youth Leaders (CHYL) 
Durand /Arkansaw In-School Club  

6th -  8th Graders 
Typically meets (2) Fridays a month  

in Room #009 during lunch   
Contact Sky Holt @ 

715-279-7677 
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The Chippewa Club has been busy the past few months. In September we had a wonderful 
group of kids and parents that walked during the Laura Days Parade to help promote 4H in 
Pepin County. In October the Moline Family assisted Deb Fisher with some garden clean up at 
the Frankfort Town Cemetery. In the month of November we inducted our new club officers 
for the 2025-2026 year. President, Alliah Sterry; Vice President, Nolan Seifert; Treasurer, 
Dominic Moline; and Secretary Amelia Ingli. We also created some Thankful trees to share 
with our friends and family at Thanksgiving! Finally, in December we had several club members 
and their families volunteer time to ring bells and raise funds for the Salvation Army. 
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Dazzle Day is the time of the year for the Lima Lads and Lassies annual 
Christmas Cookie Bake Sale. As in past years each family bakes 12 dozen 
cookies and brings them to Wendy’s  house on Black Friday.  We proceed to 
tray up all the cookies on real festive Christmas dishes and wrap them in   
plastic. We have a great crew of families that help with this every year and 
they know how the process goes so we are able to accomplish this task in 
quick order. Even though Dale and Mary Heck’s children graduated out of              
4-H seven years ago they still donate about 17 dozen rosettes to our bake 
sale. We ended up with 18 tins of rosettes to sell. Thank you Dale and Mary 
for continuing to support 4-H!! 
 

   Dazzle Day started out snowy but that didn’t deter people from coming to 
shop at the HOHOHO Expo at the Durand-Arkansaw High School where we 
held our bake sale. We are so fortunate to have such great support from our 
community and we sold out of our goodies in 2 hours. That was 100 trays of 
cookies and 18 tins of rosettes that found their way to many homes in our     
area. Thank you for all our repeat customers and all the new people that 
bought from us for the first time!! 
 

Our next community service activity is getting tags off the Christmas Wish 
tree at the Durand Police Department to help out families in our community 
have a better Christmas. We took 8 tags off the tree and 8 of our families 
set about fulfilling the wishes on the tags. We are able to do this because of 
all the people that purchase our trays of cookies. Thank you again!!   
 

The National Honor Society from the Durand-Arkansaw High School                        
volunteered to decorate Tarrent Park for our club. They had a huge group 
of kids show up to get the job done and they did a superb job!! They even 
purchased some decorations to add to what we already had. We really want 
to increase our deer herd of decorations and have a reindeer park again at 
Tarrent Park to greet people as they come into Durand. If anyone has any 
lighted deer that they will not use any more for their own yard please                        
consider donating them to our club to use them in the park. Contact the 
Pepin County Extension office and a pick up can be arranged. Thank you.  
 

Submitted by Wendy Brantner 
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It’s Christmas party time and the Lima Lads and Lassies held their party on 
Sunday Dec. 14th at the Durand City Hall. First we conducted some business 
of updating our Treasurer report, the success 
of our bake sale in November and catching up 
on handing out birthday cards with Durand  
Dollars in side to celebrate with. We welcomed 
another new family to our club, Courtney Bauer 
and her daughter, Cheyenne. Harper 
Biederman’s brother and sister, Owen and            
Brinley, decide to join our club as well. They 
came for the first time last month when we  
decorated the parks for the holiday season. We 
are so excited for all the families that have recently joined our club. Then we 
played our Chinese gift exchange game. There was a fair amount of swapping 
of gifts this year but it was all in fun. Next we broke down into 5 teams and 
played Christmas word themed Pictionary. All 5 teams draw the same word 
each time. I had a total of 30 words to draw and the winning team got 10 
words correct. Looking at the photo from the winning team’s paper how 
many words can you figure out from their drawings??? Lastly we shared a            
delicious pot luck lunch. We did a last minute food drive for the Pepin        
County Food Pantry and this is what our families brought to our Christmas 
Party and I will drop off at the food pantry on Wednesday. Thanks for                 
following along on our 4-H adventures in 2025. Merry Christmas and                    
Happy New Year!  Submitted by Wendy Brantner 

Winning team’s Pictionary drawings.  
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Registration will be available soon for our NEW Winter Academy. 

The Winter Academy is open to grades 8-10 and is an opportunity 

for youth to gain experience in problem solving strategies and to 

prepare for successful career pathways. Completion of the 2026 

Winter Academy grants a coupon code for the 2026 Summer                   

Academy! Keep an eye out for more registration details and                           

program information on our website:  

https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/winter-academy/ 

https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/winter-academy/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExY3ZmaGduWkpVY3JxeHA1WnNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR43XuBPYnKjOMrdYlc4ddreulNvqGnBwHWLdrtHV8ySwTIXKxq78M4gSENK2w_aem_seUK0XdDwy67vi_iWwCwmw
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next page. 
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STEAM GAZE: A Creative Fusion of Art & Science!  

Wisconsin 4-H proudly presents STEAM GAZE, a 
dynamic, full-day experience designed for                      
curious and creative youth in grades 3–5. 

Whether your spark is chemistry, theater, visual 
arts, environmental science, music, or                  

something in between, STEAM GAZE offers                       
multiple interactive tracks to ignite imagination 

and innovation.  Youth must attend with an 
adult. Adult attendance is free. $ 10.00 per 

youth participant. Registration will open through 
4-H Online at the end of February. 

Event Details: 

• Wausau: April 25, 9:30 AM – 3:00 PM  

• Milwaukee: May 16, 9:30 AM – 3:00 PM 
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REGISTRATION OPEN JANUARY 12— FEBRUARY 8 
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Announcing the first-ever  
Building a Better Fair Gala 
on February 28, 2026 at 
Walker’s Silvermoon in                   

Alma!  
 

This special evening is all 
about coming together as a 
community to help shape 

the future of the                           
fairgrounds. From updated 

buildings to improved                   
spaces for exhibitors,                     

volunteers, and fairgoers—
this Gala will kick off a new 
chapter for our fair, and you 

can be part of it! 
 

Enjoy a night filled with: 
• A delicious meal 

• Live auction 
• Raffles & prizes 

• Great conversations and 
community fun 

 
Every dollar raised goes                  
directly toward capital                     

improvements to benefit 
the fair for years to come. 
This is more than just an 

event… it’s the beginning 
of                   something 

long-lasting and meaning-
ful! 

 
Tickets & details:  
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More Info:  

https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/.../meats-judging-contest/  

https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/projects/agriculture-and-animal-science/horse-project/
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/.../meats-judging-contest/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2F4h.extension.wisc.edu%2Fopportunities%2Fstatewide-events-and-opportunities%2Fmeats-judging-contest%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExajh3dUVta3JDeElGRE9adnNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6zHDkCrU_Tkhr
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 More Information:  

https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/.../agricultu.../dogs-project/  

Dennis Bangart Memorial Calf Grant 
 

Dennis  Bangart had pure passion for agriculture and poured his heart into                                  
volunteering to serve the next generation. His commitment to agriculture, his                            
community and youth lives on through this grant.  The Purple Ribbon Classic is                         
offering a $1000 calf grant awarded to a junior that lives in the state of Wisconsin. 
This grant will be used to purchase a Registered Holstein heifer by a 4-H, FFA or                    
Junior Holstein Association member. Winner will be notified before the 2026 Purple 
Ribbon Classic Sale on March 7, 2026.  Dennis felt that “you just need to plant the 
seed and youth would grow.” In his name the Purple Ribbon Classic 
aim to help youth passion and project grow. This calf grant is availa-
ble for use at the 2026 Purple Ribbon Classic Sale. The intentions of 
the grant are to help an individual purchase a calf to be shown at the 
district show, county fairs and to expand the individual’s registered 
Holstein herd.  
 

       For more information and to apply see  
       https://forms.gle/Pbvtwsd4RKE2iC6y6  

https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/.../agricultu.../dogs-project/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2F4h.extension.wisc.edu%2Fopportunities%2Fprojects%2Fagriculture-and-animal-science%2Fdogs-project%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExajh3dUVta3JDeElGRE9adnNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7_Md-ZlcWjpIHK8
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2FPbvtwsd4RKE2iC6y6%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExU1BLME1WZWxsUkdtUXNRenNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6gau2njXGHqdpAmDF7TNXI5XUv9xpPc9JJfwrT9mcoPjUtX7_RUcyAtXqC-Q_aem__t3ND3Cj-z03yYKIHnRY
https://forms.gle/Pbvtwsd4RKE2iC6y6
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https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/.../statew.../dairy-quiz-bowl/
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/.../statew.../dairy-quiz-bowl/


Badger Talks is pleased to present a LIVE series of talks on topics that 
intend to inspire, delight, and pleasantly distract in a time we are all 
needing positive experiences. Tune in to hear experts on a variety of 

interesting and engaging topics. For more information see:  
https://badgertalks.wisc.edu/badger-talks-live/ 
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 Check Out These Event Calendars 
 

The calendars below show events available in surrounding areas and statewide. To               
filter by county or event type, use the check boxes on the left to narrow the results. 
 

* To find 4-H specific events see this site  
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/calendar/ 

 

* To find workshops, classes and other events hosted by University of Wisconsin-
Extension see this site: 

https://extension.wisc.edu/events/ 

Youth who join 4-H are often excited about the 
many, many projects they can choose to explore. 
There are so many Sparks (or things they want to 
learn about)! Yet, if their Spark doesn’t have a           

local project leader to support their learning, that excitement can turn to     
questions. They may not know how to get started on their own. Clover to the 
rescue!! Clover is an online smorgasbord of sparks, interactive activities, 
and fun. It was created by the National 4-H Council in collaboration with 
more than 100 universities throughout the United States. And it’s FREE and 
ready for youth, parents, and educators to dive into. Go to 4-h.org/clover 

SCAN THE QR CODE 
AND SHOW YOU ARE  

4-EVER GREEN 

4-H Volunteer Information and Resources - we have provided loads of 

great information to help you feel comfortable and confident about the basics 

of 4-H . Explore the Volunteer Resources website at:  

https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/resources/volunteer-resources/  

 

https://badgertalks.wisc.edu/badger-talks-live/
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/calendar/
https://extension.wisc.edu/events/
http://4-h.org/clover
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/resources/volunteer-resources/


Page 27 Pepin Pacer  

https://nationaltoday.com/kid-inventors-day/
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go.wisc.edu/ExtPlantDiagnostics
https://go.wisc.edu/raisingwi
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